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A WELCOME IN THE VALLEYS 


by a white band and there 
remained an independent 
lurking round every corner, 
almost all sporting attractive 
colour schemes. The larger 
municipals ploughed on, 
whilst local government 
reorganisation etc led to 
several new operating 
authorities coming into 
being replacing the smaller 
undertakings. It all added 
up to an ever-changing scene 
unequalled by the legions of 
RMs and RTs passing through 
Piccadilly Circus year in year 
out! 

Furthermore as illustrated 
here with this small selection 
of Western Welsh buses, 
there were still plenty 
of AECs! 


poppy red was at least 
relieved on most buses 


ABOVE: Western Welsh took 20 of the 180 AEC Bridgemasters, 
an integral structure completed by Park Royal, built. Seen here 
in challenging rural operating conditions is 1962-built No 701 
(PBO 701) bound for Broad Haven on the Pembrokeshire coast. 

MAIN PICTURE: In July 1975 in the familiar environs of 
Cardiff bus station, former Rhondda 1964 AEC Regent V/ 

NCME No 364 (471 UNY), new as Rhondda 471, 
squeezes past Treorchy-bound 1969 NCME- 
bodied Leyland Atlantean PDRIA/I 
VTG 504G, formerly 
Rhondda 504. 


For many a trip to the capital 
in the 1960s, its streets 
thronged with RMs, RTs and 
the like, was a joy to behold, 
but we always preferred a more 
provincial setting, and a trip 
to places such as South Wales 
was our joy. With its numerous 
operators both large and 
small, even a visit to such well- 
known bus-spotting locations 
as Cardiff bus station always 
held the promise of seeing 
something new or different. 

The arrival of the National 
Bus Company on 1 January 
1969 led to a universal 
application of poppy red to 
the fleets of the indigenous 
major operators, but were 
they not red already, just 
different shades? The new 












BELOW: Western Welsh returned to the AEC Regent V the 
following year. Seen here is NCME-bodied No 703 (703 CUH) 
en route to Cadoxton near Neath. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of 
bus preservation and beyond. 

THE LONE ABERDONIAN 12 

A recently restored East Yorkshire 
Albion Aberdonian neatly fits the 
unique description as SIMON GILL 
reports. 

ON THE ROAD 18 

DAVID JUKES presents a selection of mature buses and coaches still 
doing what they do best. 

SCANIA WITH A STORY 22 

A low floor Whippet Scania may be one of the newest vehicles in 
preservation but, now superbly restored, it has an important history as 
NICK LARKIN explains. 




LOWHEIGHT IN WINCHESTER 26 

The Friends of King Alfred Buses Twilight Running Day began early 
with an opportunity to compare four different lowheight buses. 

SIMON GILL was there. 


SHOWBUS 2018 28 

The 46th Showbus International 
display took place at Donington Park 
on 30 September as SIMON GILL 
illustrates. 

BLACKPOOL ROCKS 34 

The Blackpool Tramway was 
substantially rebuilt but several of 
the old trams remained to form the 
Blackpool Heritage Tram Tours fleet. 
DAVID JUKES reports. 

FLEETLINE FANTASTIC 46 

The Stagecoach Heritage Fleet’s lone 
Fleetline was sold last year for 
private preservation: its new owner 
GRAHAM LORD explains how and 
why he acquired it. 

RETURN JOURNEY: A VISIT TO GRIMSBY AND CLEETHORPES 50 

Seaside fun and fish — yes there’s plenty of variety when it comes to 
these two Lincolnshire towns! We look back... 

‘AD’ TO YOUR 

RESTORATION 54 

It is time to decide if you would 
like period advertisements recreated 
on your vehicle’s exterior. 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN explains. 

THE MODEL PAGE 58 

NIGEL APPLEFORD examines 
Exclusive First Edition’s London 
Transport RC-class AEC Reliances, 
which proved somewhat disappointing 
in full-sized form. 




OFF ROUTE 62 

A search fora distinctive Reliance, a little bus nostalgia in Spain, and a 
nostalgic look at 1970s Manchester. NICK LARKIN reports. 

BUSMART 65/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


Cover: Former East Yorkshire Motor Services 674 (VKH 674), a 
1958 Park Royal-bodied Albion Aberdonian MRIIL makes a fine 
sight. The story of its history and restoration starts on page 12. 

SIMON GILL 
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0062, 6507A/B, 6509, 6510, 6511, 6512, 6513, 6514 & 6515 £45 
PRE-ORDER NOW, NO PAYMENT REQUIRED 
UNTIL THE MODEL IS RELEASED / RECEIVED 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


‘Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


BUS COLLECTION 
JY-11 STEYR 380 1955 
JY-14 LEY LAND RTW 1959 
JY-24 IKARUS 311 1959 
JY-25 VOLVO B375 1957 
JY-26 MERCEDES BENZ LOP 3500 1935 
JY-31 OPEL BLITZ 1954 
JY-32 JEICZ 043 1959 
JY-36 MERCEDES BENZ O 3500 1949 
JY-38 SCHOOL BUS GMC B SERIES 1979 
JY-40 MAGIRUS DEUTZ SATURN I11964 
JY-41 VETRA VBRH TROLLEYBUS 1948 
JY-04 SAURER L4C 1959 
JY-18 FIAT 306/3 INTERURBANO 1972 
JY-22 REO SPEEDWAGON 1946 
JY-17 IKARUS 66-1955 
JY-35 RENAULT S45 R4210—1953 
JY-34 KASSBOHRER SETRA S8—1951 
IKARUS COLLECTION 
JZ-01 IKARUS 311 1960 
JZ-02 IKARUS 66 1955 
JZ-06 IKARUS 620 1959 
JZ-07 IKARUS 256 1977 
JZ-08 IKARUS 30 1951 

TRAMS & LOCOS 
HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-98 SERIES CC 41010 LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TW11904 
HQ-24 ELEKTRISK MOTORVAGN 1902 
HQ-30 ATELIERS DE BRUGES 1949 
PLUS TRAINS OF THE WORLD 
IN “Z” GAUGE SEE THE LIST ON OUR 
WEBSITE 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
JB-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
JB-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
JB-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
JB-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY O/T 
JB-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
JB-11 DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
JB-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
JB-13 BLACKPOOL BALOON TRAM 
JB-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
JB-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
JB-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
JB-20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
JB-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
JB-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
JB-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
JB-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
JB-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
JB-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
JB-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 
CLASSIC COACHES COLLECTION 

JE-01 WHITTLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
JE-02 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD VAL 
JE-03 RON DREW BEDFORD OB 
JE-04 KINGS FERRY VAN HOOL T9 
JE-05 KAESSBOHRER SETRA S8 
JE-08 IFA H6 B 

JE-10 ALLANDER TRAVEL BOVA FUTURA 

JE-11 EXCELSIOR PLAX. EXCALIBUR 

JE-12 YORK PULLMAN VAN HOOL 

JE-13 BORGWOOD BO 4000 

JE14 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 

JE-15 MERCEDES BENZ 03500 

JE-16 TRANS PEAK PLAX. PREMIERE 

JE-17 VAN HOOL 306 

JE-18 MAGIRUS DEUTZ SATURN II 

JE-25 IKARUS 66 

JE-26 FLEISCHER S5 

FULL LIST AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE 

Including Trains of The World “Z Gauge” 

www.ywbc.co.uk 


NORTHCORD MODEL COMPANY NEWS RELEASE 


Model Release Uodate 


As the first tranche of models announced last year will be 
completed with the release of the Reading Buses models 
early next month, it is good timing for NMC to announce 
some further planned releases that will cover quarter 4 of 
2018 and into early 2019. 

Part One : Models that have had the pre-production 
samples produced and / or authorised for final production 
by the operator 

UKBUS0061 : Reading Buses (758 - YX64VRU) - September 2018 
(renumbered from UKBUS6505) 

UKBUS0062 : Reading Buses Greenline (758 - YX64VRU) 
September 2018 (new details) 

UKBUS6507A : Bluestar (1641 - HF66CFM) Rtl Winchester 
October 2018 

UKBUS6507B : Bluestar (1641 - HF66CFM) Rtl Southampton 
October 2018 

UKBUS6508A : National Express West Midlands 

(6843 - SN66WFM) XI Coventry - November 2018 

UKBUS6508B : National Express West Midlands 
(6843 - SN66WFM) XI Birmingham - November 2018 

Part Two : Planned models that are awaiting pre- 
production samples to be made and / or final operator 
authorisation. 


UPDATED RALLY DATES FOR 2018 SEASON 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2019 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


27 October 

Wythall Transport Museum 
Twilight Event 

28 October 

Swansea Transport Museum 

10 Nov NXWM Yardley Wood 
Garage Open Day 

Sat / Sun 1st & 2nd December 
Manchester Transport Museum 
Christmas Cracker Event 


Local Garage Open Days 

NXWM 

10th Nov NXWM Yardley Wood 
1000-1500hrs 

Display of Vintage & Modern 
Buses, 

Sales Stalls 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
TO ATTEND 

FREE ENTRANCE 
BUSES 2, 18 & 27 STOP OUTSIDE 


NORTHCORD 

ADL Enviro400 MMC 


UK 6501 Go Ahead London 
UK 6502 NXWM 


UK 6506 First Bristol 
Available In Stock 


UK 6503 & 6504 
SOLD OUT 


UK 0061 Reading Buses 
UK 0062 Reading Greenline 
To Be Released 


£40 / £45 


Standard £39.99, Deluxe £49.99 

PRE-ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 
NO PAYMENT REQUIRED AT TIME OF PREORDERING 


UKBUS6509 : Abellio Bus (2600 - YY67GZW) 

UKBUS6510 : Yellow Buses (200 - SN17MTO) 
UKBUS6511 : Stagecoach West Scotland (10930 - SN67XAY) 
UKBUS6512 : Southern Vectis (1660 - HW67AHY) 
UKBUS6513 : Stagecoach South (10892 - YX67VCE) 
UKBUS6514 : First in Glasgow (33982HB - SN650FX) 
UKBUS6515 : Metroline (TEH2087 - LK15CUH) 


YWBC Prices - Northcord Models 
0061 Reading Buses & 6508A/B NXWM Platinum Special Price £40 


RAPIDO MODELS DUE EARLY 2019 


DELUXE COMES WITH WORKING INTERIOR / HEAD & DESTINATION LIGHTS (Which 
Requires a 12v 500mA DC Power Supply) 


West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive Livery 

71008 Bus 3037 5 Perry Common MOF 37 71508 

71009 Bus 2964 9 Quinton JOJ 964 71509 

71010 Bus 2995 1 5 Blakenall JOJ 995 71510 

71011 Undecorated Plain Model 


Birmingham City Transport Livery 

Standard 

71000 Bus 2976 No Route JOJ 976 

71001 Bus 3100 6 Sandon Road MOF 100 

71002 Bus 3062 11 Outer Circle MOF 62 

71003 Bus 2986 32 Gospel Lane JOJ 986 

71004 Bus 3009 52 Beeches Estate MOF 9 

71005 Bus 3000 56 Castle Bromwich LOG 300 

71006 Bus 2958 63 Rubery JOJ 958 

71007 Bus 2976 750 Wythall Bus Museum JOJ 976 


Deluxe 

71500 

71501 

71502 

71503 

71504 

71505 

71506 

71507 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB 

SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT YWBC 
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Presbus Publishing News 


Thank you once again to all those of you 
who have enquired about my health and 
to David Jukes for his sterling efforts in 
keeping the magazine going. I am now 
on the mend and hope to increasingly 
resume my involvement, albeit in first 
gear! 

We have by popular demand decided 
to reintroduce our mail order service 
for the Christmas period and in this 
issue you will find a centre page pull-out 
with both new titles and a back list of 
bargains, some of which are in very short 
supply, so do not hold back — get your 
order in today! 

On the back page of the pull-out you 
will find our best ever subscriptions 
offer for new subscribers. You can for a 
limited time get six issues for £20 — a 
super saving of £7.60! UK only I’m afraid 
and on this offer direct debits are not 
possible, but this is a super opportunity 
and well worth considering perhaps as a 
Christmas present. 

On the inside back cover of the 
magazine you will find details of next 
year’s New Year event. We are joining 
forces with the Oxford Bus Museum 
to bring you a running day using both 
museum and visiting buses. Great 
refreshments and a selection of sales 
stands including ourselves will complete 
the perfect day. Once again — see you 
there! 


On a different note we’d like to remind 
you one more time to use our Busmart 
pages, not only to buy and sell vehicles 
but also to sell and search for illusive 
spares. Over the years we have turned 
up hundreds of parts, many of which are 
now firmly attached to the buses you see 
at an event near you every Sunday! 

And finally an early reminder to send 
details of your 2019 events to Nigel 
Appleford (Nigel.Appleford@btinternet. 
com). Receiving these early really does 
make things easier for everyone! 

PHILIP LAMB 



HALF-HOURLY SERVICE TO/FROM OXFORD 
PARKWAY 10.00-12.00 AND 14.00-16.00. 
APPROX HALF-HOURLY SERVICE TO 
NEARBY TOWNS/VILLAGES. 


m 


O xford bus museu m 


imzmm 


TUESDAY 1st JANUARY 


STATION YARD, MAIN ROAD, LONG HANBOROUGH, WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 0X29 8LA 
01993 883617 (museum) | 01296 337622 (out of hours) 

www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 


SEE YOU THERE! 


THIS YEAR WE ARE AGAIN TEAMING 
UP WITH THE OXFORD BUS MUSEUM 
TO BRING YOU A WINTER OF 
DELIGHTS! 

FREE BUS RIDES j MUSEUM ATTRACTIONS 
TRADE STALLS | QUALITY REFRESHMENTS 

ADMISSION «10 30 - 16.30 

ADULTS £6 | CHILDREN £3 | FAMILY £13' 


MUSEUM BUSES AND VISITING VEHICLES 
RUNNING FROM 10.00-16.00 



Please send your contributions to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation, Unit 12, Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry CV2 2NP. 
E-mail: busandcoachpreservation@gmail.com 

Opinions and views expressed in this magazine are 
not necessarily those of the Editor nor of Presbus 
Publishing. 

We are unable to guarantee the bona fides of any of our 
advertisers. Readers are strongly recommended to take 
their own precautions before parting with any information 
or item of value, including, but not limited to money, 
manuscripts, photographs or personal information in 
response to any advertisement within this publication. 
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Thursday of the month preceding the cover date. All rights 
reserved. No parts of this magazine may be produced 
or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any 
information storage and retrieval system, without prior 
permission in writing from the copyright owner. Multiple 
copying of the contents of the magazine without prior 
written approval is not permitted. 

©2018 Presbus Publishing 
Unit 12, Redland Close, 

Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, 

Coventry CV2 2NP 

E-mail: busandcoachpreservation@gmail.com 
ISSN 1462 1886 



bedtime 
offer'. . 


POLES APART 


Hr' ' ' 


Limited Offer 

receive 
6 issues 

1st £20 

when you subscribe 

for 6 months 
today! 

12 month 
subscriptions 
to B&CP are 
also available. 

Please contact 
us for further 
details. 


tel: 01442 820580 I e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 


December 2018 


5 





























Last-built ‘Beverley Bar’ bus 


RAT 872G, a 1969 Park Royal-bodied 
Daimler Fleetline now awaiting 
restoration, was the last bus built for East 
Yorkshire Motor Services (EYMS) with 
a specially-shaped roof to enable safe 
passage through Beverley’s North Bar. It 
has recently surfaced after more than 25 
years in storage. 

The bus was originally painted in 
EYMS indigo and primrose livery and 
operated in the Hull and Withernsea 
areas; it was later painted poppy red 
under the auspices of the National Bus 


Company (NBC). EYMS again became 
a private company in 1987 and its livery 
was changed slightly to that shown in the 
righthand picture. 

No 872 was withdrawn around 1991 
and is currently in as-withdrawn condition, 
although the exterior and driver’s cab 
area have suffered some damage while 
in storage. The bus is otherwise in 
remarkable condition and an extensive 
restoration is planned for the coming 
months before hand-painting in the 
traditional manner by Ashley Blackman. 


The Fleetline is now owned by the 
Ultimate Heritage Bus Company and joins 
its fleet of two preserved single-deckers, 
a 1955 Leyland Tiger Cub and 1970 
AEC Reliance. It is planned to partially 
fund the Fleetline’s restoration through 
a crowdfunding appeal offering some 
exciting rewards. Please visit the Ultimate 
Heritage Bus Company’s Facebook page 
for work updates and information about the 
launch and crowdfunding appeal rewards. 
Pictures: MALCOLM KING 
COLLECTION / MALCOLM DAVIES 
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RF2I3 in new hands 


Modernised London Transport Green 
Line coach RL213 (MLL 600), a 1951 
Metro-Cammell-bodied AEC Regal IV, 
was recently acquired by the newly-created 
RL213 Group and has been brought out 


of long-term storage. The Group’s initial 
plans are for the RL to be thoroughly 
checked over, repainted and prepared for 
a Class 5 MoT. 

Picture: BOB WINGROVE 


Oxford Diecast 
2018 Release 3 

Oxford Diecast has recently announced 
its third release programme for this 
year despite some of its second release 
models not yet appearing on dealers’ 
shelves. 

Among the new 4mm scale models 
are a Thames Valley Bristol MW coach 
(Ref: 76MW6005, RRP £18.75), a 
Ribble NBC Plaxton Panorama coach 
(76PAN009, £18.75), a County Donegal 
Railway Saro single-deck bus (76SB004, 
£18.75), and a Grey Cars Duple 
Commander Mk II coach (76DC002, 
£19.95). 

New 2mm scale models include a 
London Transport double-deck tram 
(NTR008, £6.45) and a Browns Blue 
RT Bus (NRT007, £6.95). 



Thames Valley Bristol MW (76MW6005). 
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Yeates Rivera free 
to a good home 

ECB 687, which is believed to be the last 
surviving Yeates Riviera-bodied Bedford 
SBG, is offered free to someone with 
the skills to restore it. The coach was 
new to Ribblesdale of Blackburn in 
March 1954, later passing to Towler of 
Emneth. 

It ended its days as toilet facilities on 
Epworth Showground and was saved 
from scrapping by William Staniforth in 
2001 . 

Serious interested parties should 
contact William on 07941 615333 or 
e-mail: william.staniforth@virgin.net. 
Picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
COLLECTION 



Rebuilt VAL returns 


RPR 738K, a 1972 Plaxton Panorama 
Elite II-bodied Bedford VAL last used by 
a majorettes’ band then left in a yard for 
20 years, has taken to the road again after 
a 11-month rebuild by Steve Lester of 
Shepton Mallet. 

The coach was new to Rendell of 
Parkstone in 1972, passing to Norfolk 


Coachways of Attleborough in 1977 
before acquisition by the Castle Cary 
Cygnets Majorettes circa-1983 via a dealer. 
It was later sold to Smith Coaches of Pylle 
in the mid-1990s, remaining unused until 
acquired by Steve last November. 

Picture: STEVE LESTER 



Unusual Tube replacements 


Recent strikes on the London 
Underground saw buses from the London 
Vintage Bus fleet in service. 

A Piccadilly Line shutdown saw RTs 
and RMs as route 29 extras, with Leyland 
Titan Tlalso making an appearance, while 
Park Royal-bodied Daimler Lleetline XL1 
assisted operation of routes 271 and 91. 

Subsequent Central Line industrial 
action brought further heritage vehicles 
onto East London routes 257 and 167. 


SMA8 and GLS490 were both in use and 
carried good loads and, for the first time, 
a heritage bus was scheduled for Night 
Bus operations; XL1 running through the 
small hours on the N8 between Holborn 
and Stratford. 

Said a London Vintage Bus spokesman: 
‘We are well-used to running something 
different, hence a few years back we ran 
RLs on route 108 through the Blackwall 
Tunnel; we believed this was also a first. 


‘Watch out for further surprises in 2019 
as more buses emerge from our works.’ 

Also in London, the Woolwich Lree 
Lerry closed for a three-month period 
from 5 October to enable major pier repair 
works and the current fleet’s replacement. 
The previous night saw RTL1076 and 
GLS490 ferried across the Thames as the 
last buses to be carried by the old boats - 
which bus will be first on the new? 

Picture: KEITH VALLA 



December 2018 


7 






































Back to the Isle of Wight 


GDL 137, a 1949 Duple Vista-bodied 
Bedford OB new to Seaview Services, 
is due to return to the Island after an 
absence of 53 years, 39 of which were 
spent dismantled in a Henley on Thames 
garden after a stalled restoration. The 
OB was purchased in September 2018 
by Edward Day, a dental technician from 
Ryde, Isle of Wight, who also owns CDL 
792, a former Shotters Bedford WTB, 


OAE 949, a 1951 Burlingham Seagull¬ 
bodied AEC Regal IV new to Westbury 
of Bristol and later re-registered LAX 333, 
was acquired by Sharpes of Nottingham 
in September 2018 for preservation after 
languishing in the open in Macpherson’s 


and hopes to restore GDL 137 to running 
order. 

GDL 137 remained with Seaview 
Services until its July 1965 sale to D Evans 
of High Wycombe. It passed through 
three other independent operators before 
its sale for preservation in July 1972, 
Edward Day is now its fourth such owner. 

GDLI37 on Madeira Drive, Brighton, in 

May 1971. JOHN WAKEFIELD COLLECTION 


yard at Donisthorpe for many years. 
Macpherson’s was taken over by Roberts 
Travel Group of Hugglescote this 
February, but the AEC remained in 
MacPherson’s ownership. 

Picture: RUSSELL SHARPE 


The decade that 
taste forgot 

The Museum of Transport Greater 
Manchester has published a new book 
Buses of Greater Manchester in the 1970s 
to coincide with its 1970s event over the 
weekend of 20/21 October. 

Written by Stephen Morris, a 
transport author and former editor 
of Buses magazine who grew up in 
Manchester through the 1960s and 
1970s, it sets the orange buses against 
the social and political turmoil of that 
troubled decade, when unemployment 
soared, inflation ran out of control and 
strikes led to the Three-Day Week and 
Winter of Discontent. 

The A5 56-page book is largely 
illustrated in colour using images 
from the Museum’s own archive and 
other sources to provide a colourful 
reminder of times when integration 
and centralised control were seen as 
the answer to the region’s transport 
challenges. 

Buses of Greater Manchester in the 1970s 
is available from the MoTGM Shop for £6 
(plus postage & packaging). 

www.motgmshop.co.uk 


Buses of 

Greater Manchester 

in the 1970s 
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Retiring after 53 years 

John Seale, Optare Senior Engineer- 
Sales and Marketing, technical author 
and museum founder, retired after 53 
years in the industry. His career started 
in 1965 as an Apprentice Draughtsman 
with Metro-Cammell, later Metro- 
Cammell Weymann, where he was a 
member of the Metrobus and Metrocab 
taxi design teams. 

John moved to Doncaster-based C G 
Whittaker (Europa Coaches) in 1988 to 
pursue an ambition to design his own bus 
and coach bodywork before becoming 
Engineering Design Manager at Autobus 
Classique, which was later acquired by 
Optare. A career change took John to 
Bessacarr Caravans, but he went on to 
design the Mercedes 8l7L-based Vision 
coach for SC Coachcraft in 1997. 

John moved to Marshall Bus in 
Cambridge, leaving in 2002 to join 
Turkish bus and truck manufacturer 
BMC where he was responsible for 
the II00FE Schoolbus and the Condor 
service bus, the latter re-engineered 
for the UK market. This was followed 
by periods at Autocruise Motorhomes, 
Optare and Goole-based ambulance and 
minibus manufacturer Oughtred and 
Harrison until John was invited back to 
Optare in 2011. 

He also contributed to bus 
preservation in 1973 when John and 
others established the organisation that 
today is the Transport Museum Wythall. 
It became a registered charity in 1978 
and John served as one of the original 
Trustees for over ten years before his 
move to Yorkshire. His Metro-Cammell 
Weymann drawing board is now an 
exhibit at the museum. 

John was the technical author of the 
two-volume work Midland Red a History 
of the Company and its Vehicles which 
drew from the company’s own historical 
sources and engineering drawings. 

Robert Drewery, Optare’s 
Commercial Director said: ‘I have been 
honoured to work closely with John 
and draw on his wealth of industry 
experience over the last three years, he 
has been an invaluable member of the 
Optare Team. We all wish him well in 
his retirement which will no doubt still 
feature his passion for all things bus.’ 
Picture: OPTARE GROUP LTD 


SB3 seeks new home 


519 SLG, a 1961 Plaxton Embassy-bodied 
Bedford SB3 new to Thornley of Woodley, 
is offered for sale by Stephen Cook of 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight, who has owned it 
in preservation for 15 years. It is believed 
to be the only restored and roadworthy 


Embassy-bodied SB. 

Stephen invites offers in the region 
of £12,000 for further preservation; 
prospective purchasers can contact him on 
07850 088040. 

Picture: DAVID JUKES 


Devon General minibus in new role 


M250 UTM, a 1995 Marshall SPV 
B2 ID -bodied Mercedes 709D new to 
Devon General as its No 1058 and later 
Stagecoach Devon 468, was seen in 
St Giles Churchyard, Cambridge, this 


September as a wine bar for local company 
Thirsty. It was acquired circa-2017 from 
The Brew Brothers of Bournemouth, which 
had earlier converted it into a mobile bar. 
Picture: RICHARD HAUGHEY 
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Police Bedford seeks custodian 


WCE 95T, a 1979 Plaxton Supreme 
IV-bodied Bedford YMT new to 
Cambridgeshire Police and used for driver 
training and officer movements to crime 
and incident locations, is available for sale 
at Bathgate (West Lothian) bus recovery 
operator and dealer Richard Madden. 

The coach has several issues, needing 


extensive welding underneath, possibly a 
new compressor, new air tanks and several 
other major items; perhaps not the project 
for the faint-hearted or those without deep 
pockets. 

Interested parties can contact Richard 
via e-mail at: richiesrecovery@aol.co.uk. 
Picture: DAVID OAKLEY 



Sussex Village Cards 


A new Christmas card by Sussex 
artist Matthew Cousins GRA features 
Southdown Leyland National 34 (PCD 
80R) and Bristol RESL 486 (TCD 486J) 
on the slope at Crowborough Depot - the 


former was the last service vehicle to enter 
the depot in May 1980 before its closure. 

Cards and mounts can be purchased 
from www.gardenmead.com for £1.50 
(cards) or £10 (mounted prints). 



Eastern Counties 
FLF sold to Germany 


JPW 459D, a 1966 Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied Bristol Lodekka FLF6G 
new to Eastern Counties as its FLF459, 
has recently been sold to a German 
owner, Benny Wachtel of Hoykenkamp. 
He is understood to be considering his 
options for the bus, possibly as a ‘food 
truck’, providing trips to SV Werder 
Bremen games or sightseeing tours. 

The bus at 4.12 metres height is 
currently too tall to be driven on 
German roads without a special permit; 
German citizens are not allowed to drive 
a bus higher than 4 metres. 

FLF459 remained with Eastern 
Counties until sold for preservation in 
1984, although passed to Cambus for 
further service in the late-1980s. It was 
transferred to Viscount Bus & Coach 
Ltd in September 1989 and received 
Peterborough Electric Traction livery 
but was sold out of service just two 
months later. 

An initial period as a hired London 
United driver trainer was followed by 
export to France in September 1991, 
the bus passing through several French 
owners until its most recent sale earlier 
this year. 



FLF459 after delivery to Germany in 
June 2018 with Frank Sirach (owner 
from 2004 to circa-2011) and current 
owner Benny Wachtel (right). 

ALEXANDRA WOLFF 
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Have you any preservation news? 
Please send it to Nigel Appleford 
(nigel.appleford@btinternet.com) 
and the B&CP editorial office 
(busandcoachpreservation@gmail.com). 
Postal addresses are shown on page 5. 
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ABERDONIAN 


Many of us like to see unique buses 
and coaches. Recently restored 
East Yorkshire Albion Aberdonian 
674 (VKH 674), as SIMON GILL 
reports, neatly fits this description. 

East Yorkshire 674 (VKH 674) is, as far 
as we know, the only surviving Albion 
Aberdonian in the UK. Ashley Blackman 
recently described how he achieved its 
perfect paint finish in October’s B&CP, 
but here we look at the Albion’s history 
and the other work needed to get it back 
on the road in 2018. 

LESS WEIGHT 

Albion Motors was taken over by Leyland 
in July 1951 and its range of passenger 
chassis was immediately pruned. However, 


being part of a larger group meant Albion 
benefited from Leyland’s resources 
and, following the launch of the small 
lightweight Nimbus in 1955, introduced 
the 3Oft-long Aberdonian MR11 in 1957. 

The Aberdonian was even lighter than 
the Leyland Tiger Cub; its chassis weighed 
only 3 tons to give a total laden weight of 
around 8 V 2 tons compared with the Tiger 
Cub’s 9 Vi tons. A de-rated version of the 
same well-tried Leyland 0.350 5.76 litre 
engine used in the Tiger Cub produced 
94bhp instead of 108bhp. This was 
coupled to an Albion five-speed constant 
mesh gearbox which was well-liked by 
many drivers. Simple vacuum hydraulic 
brakes were fitted instead of the Tiger 
Cub’s air brakes. 

A Passenger Transport road test in 


July 1957 was enthusiastic about the 
Aberdonian’s potential; the recorded fuel 
consumption of 20.6mpg on one route 
section being particularly impressive, 
although we suspect 12-13mpg was more 
realistic. Nevertheless, at a time when 
operators were looking to reduce costs 
due to rises in the price of fuel (sounds 
familiar even today!), it was considered 
a worthy addition to the Leyland-Albion 
range and likely to appeal to those 
running rural bus services. 

Above: The nearside of East Yorkshire 
Albion Aberdonian 674 (VKH 674) 
gleaming in the summer sunshine as the 
immaculate paintwork gives a mirror 
finish. The lighter blue interior is set off 
nicely by the traditional indigo, primrose 
and white livery. JAN GILL 
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Right: Albion Aberdonian badge and Park 
Royal lettering. The triangular base 
appears shaped for an AEC badge. 

Far right: Interior looking rearwards with 
original style seats in evidence. 

Below: Offside rear with centrally- 
placed illuminated STOP sign within the 
emergency door, polished surrounds to 
the side indicators and reversing light. 

All: SIMON GILL 

OVERSEAS SUCCESS 

The appeal of a cheap economical vehicle, 
which may have been influenced by the 
Passenger Transport road test, resulted 
in around 200 deliveries in the type’s 
first year of production. That said, very 
few operators placed repeat orders and 
production ceased in 1960 after 471 were 
built. 

The Aberdonian should have appealed 
to the Scottish Bus Group as the chassis 
was built at Albion’s Scotstoun works near 
Glasgow, but it only bought 26, all with 
Alexander bodies. The British Electric 
Traction Group took 46 divided between 
PMT (34), North Western (six), Northern 
General (five) and East Yorkshire (one). 
Most were bodied by Weymann except 
15 for PMT which had Willowbook 
bodies and the Park Royal-bodied East 
Yorkshire example described below. The 
municipal sector was even less enthusiastic 
with Manchester Corporation buying six, 
Southend four and Edinburgh one. 

The model was acquired by a few 
independent operators; the largest being 
Venture of Consett, County Durham, 
which took 17, followed by Charlie’s Cars 


of Bournemouth with eight. The largest 
UK customer was the Ulster Transport 
Authority which bought 57. 

It was the export market where the 
Aberdonian did best with the Ceylon 
Transport Board (now Sri Lanka) buying 
102, followed by 100 for Indonesia and 
eight for Mauritius, with a few also going 
to Australia. 

EAST YORKSHIRE 674 

East Yorkshire bought seven single- 
deck buses in 1957 consisting of six 
Leyland Tiger Cubs and a solitary Albion 
Aberdonian, all bodied by Park Royal to a 
style built for Southdown with a separate 
cab and an external cab door. Production 
constraints at Park Royal saw the bodies 
completed by Roe; its Crossgates, Leeds, 
works installed seats and painted the 
buses before delivery. 

The Albion Aberdonian, No 674 (VKH 
674), was of the standard MR11L type 
(chassis No 82503A). Its Park Royal body 
(No B40372) had 39 seats and was fitted 
from new for pay as you enter (PAYE) 
operation. Unlike the outwardly similar 
Tiger Cubs, it was built to a reduced width 


of 7ft 6ins for use on narrow roads in the 
Pocklington area near York and entered 
service in January 1958. 

No 674 was never popular with staff, 
probably owing to it being a one-off, so 
was withdrawn in April 1968 and stored. 

It was transferred to the ancillary fleet and 
converted into a left luggage office with its 
seats removed and wooden luggage racks 
fitted. The converted vehicle took up its 
new duties at Scarborough’s Westwood 
bus station in July 1969 where it joined 
No 541 (LAT 69), a 1950 Leyland Titan 
PD2/3 with Roe rear-entrance bodywork 
complete with East Yorkshire’s distinctive 
‘Beverly Bar’ domed roof with inward- 
sloping upper-deck side windows. 

From May 1970 agreement was reached 
with United Automobile Services for East 
Yorkshire to terminate its Scarborough 
services at United’s Valley Bridge bus 
station but Westwood was retained for 
express services and bus parking. Control 
of Westwood coach station was taken 
over by United in March 1972; both 
left luggage buses, LAT 69 and VKH 
674, were retained by United until their 
withdrawal in January 1975. 
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PRESERVATION 

VKH 674 was immediately sold to Mr 
P Russell of Skirlaugh for preservation 
and regularly attended rallies with 
original style seats refitted. It passed to 
Carl Ireland of Kingston-upon-Hull for 
continued preservation in August 1988 
before being acquired by present owner, 
Malcolm Wright, in December 2015, 
joining his superb East Yorkshire 
forward-entrance AEC Bridgemaster, 

725 (TSJ 272, formerly 9725 AT). 

RESTORATION 

The engine was in poor condition with 
the shell bearings spinning in the 
crankshaft so a full rebuild was 
undertaken by Stephan Torres and 
his team at Ebor Trucks of York. The 
crankshaft and bearings were replaced or 
repaired as necessary. Malcolm thought 
obtaining replacement pistons would be 
a problem, but thanks to Terry Ellin of 
Sheffield he acquired a brand-new set 
still in their original packaging. The valve 
seats were replaced, and new valves fitted; 
the whole job being completed with new 
hoses. 

Attention then turned to the brakes 
which were dismantled, relined, the 
master cylinder overhauled, and new hoses 
fitted. 

The Albion was safely mobile again after 
new tyres were fitted so attention turned 
to its bodywork. While Ashley worked 
on the exterior, Malcolm concentrated 
on the interior which needed a good 
deep clean - he recalls long periods on 



his hands and knees with wire wool and 
Autosol metal polish. Some handrails had 
been painted white, so these were restored 
to original polished condition, including 
re-chroming. Luckily, the interior 
electrics, including the light fittings, 
worked perfectly so have been left alone. 

The period interior advertisements were 
in good condition and have been retained 
together with the seat backs and cushions 
which just required cleaning; Malcolm has 
enough East Yorkshire moquette left over 
from his AEC Bridgemaster to re-trim the 
Albion’s seats in due course. 

The Albion badge on the front panel 
was sent away for shot blasting and 
powder coating to restore its original 
appearance. Finally, the windscreen 
surrounds were re-chromed and new glass 
installed. 

ON THE ROAD 

There is no doubt the Albion Aberdonian 
makes a fine companion to Malcolm’s 
AEC Bridgemaster although they are 
as different as chalk and cheese when it 
comes to driving them; the ‘dolly tub’ 
gearbox of 674 needed some getting used 
to compared to the fully synchromesh 
gearbox of the AEC. This did not stop 
674 performing well at its debut event in 
Leeds on 19 August 2018. 

The two driver’s cab entrances are 
interesting features. This was common 
when underfloor-engined single-deckers 
first appeared in the early-1950s but was 
largely dispensed with by 1958 when 674 
entered service. 



Malcolm would like to thank Ashley 
Blackman and Stephan Torres for all their 
help in getting this rare bus back on the 
road 

Our thanks to Malcolm Wright for his 
kind assistance, hospitality and help during 
our afternoons photo shoot. 

Above left: Side view of the driver’s cab 
viewed from the entrance door. The 
‘Used Ticket’ box is prominent but don’t 
forget to tender the exact fare and state 
your destination. 

Above centre: The large driver’s cab from 
the interior showing the sliding rear 
access door. The suitcase on the luggage 
rack gives added detail. 

Above right: The driver’s cab is huge and 
with the partition and window on the left 
side and cab door on the right it gives the 
impression of being in a half-cab bus. A 
handy guide to the gear positions is on 
the blue plate to the right of the Setright 
ticket machine. 

Opposite page, top: What a fine sight 
674 (VKH 674) makes on its way to 
Pocklington via Stamford Bridge. The 
offside cab door and step are clearly 
visible. The driver’s cab rear bulkhead is 
located a good way down the first window 
bay. 

Centre left and right: Original interior 
adverts for ‘The Basil Brush Summer 
Spectacular’ with the Tiller Girls and 
guest star Roy Hudd at the Futurist 
Theatre and ‘The Jolson Summer Revue’ 
with Dai Francis, Norman Collier and 
special guests Little and Large, at the 
Loral Hall Theatre. 

Bottom: The nearside and rear gleam in 
the summer sunshine. All: SIMON GILL 
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Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZENiTH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 
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DAVID JUKES presents a selection of mature buses and coaches still doing what they do best. 



LHSCOUNTRY 

Operating at this year’s 
Kingsbridge Running Day on 
15 September is this pair of 
preserved ex-Western National 
Bristol LHS6L service buses. 1972 
Marshall-bodied No 1254 (VOD 
I24K) climbs over the cliff road to 
reach the terminus of service 100 
at Inner Hope with the rugged 
coastline towards Thurlestone 
beyond. 1979 ECW-bodied No 
1560 (FDV 790V) returns from 
Goveton (in the background) to 
Kingsbridge on service I02A, the 
type of route along narrow lanes 
to remote rural villages for which 
it was designed. Pictures: DWR 
PICTURE LIBRARY 





Operating a Mecca Bingo contract between school duties in Chesterfield on 28 September is Redfern Travel of Mansfield J132 HML, a 1992 
Northern Counties Palatine-bodied Scania Nl I3DRB new to London Buses as its S32. Picture: IAN MOORCROFT 
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TORBAY TWILIGHT 

The inaugural Torbay Twilight Running Evening was held on 26 August using three vehicles with local connections, seen at Meadfoot Beach on route to 
Babbacombe. Leading the line is former Stagecoach Devon 701 (P70I BTA), a 1997 Alexander ALX200-bodied Volvo B6LE-53 which was the operator’s 
first low-floor bus and based at Torquay depot when new. Ex-Chesterfield Transport 3 (283 URB), a 1982 Plaxton Supreme Vl-bodied Leyland Tiger 
previously registered ANK 320X and RHE 969X, was new to Biss of Bishops Stortford, but was owned for a period by Snells Coaches of Newton Abbot. 
At the rear in First Buses of Somerset livery is 1999 Plaxton President-bodied Dennis Trident 32874 (V874 HBY) which was new to First Capital as its 
TN874 but operated by First Devon & Cornwall for some time, including its route X80 between Plymouth and Torbay. Picture: WILLIAM SPENCER 
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ON THE ROAD 


DELAINE RUNNING DAY 

The Delaine Running Day on 29 
September saw some interesting 
visitors running alongside the 
home fleet. Participants included 
Fowler’s of Holbeach Drove 
VBT 191, a 1958 Yeates Europa- 
bodied AEC Reliance new to 
Boddy’s Coaches of Bridlington, 
seen heading along Bourne’s 
Abbey Road on its return from 
Rippingale. Four of the seven 
surviving Yeates-bodied buses and 
coaches were present including 
The Delaine No 47 (MTL 750), a 
1958 Europa-bodied Leyland Tiger 
Cub PSUCI/2 owned by Leicester 
Arts and Museums Services, 
heading along Spalding Road. Seen 
at the same location is former 
Lincolnshire Road Car 2609 
(OFW 806), a 1957 ECW-bodied 
Bristol SC4LK coach. 

Pictures: DAVID MITCHELL 
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AF52VKD 


WITH A 


A 2002 low floor Wright-bodied Scania L94U 8 new to Whippet Coaches may 
be one of the newest vehicles in preservation but, now superbly restored , it has 
an important history as NICK LARKIN explains. 



Chris Shaw is the proud owner of the now 
beautifully-restored bus his grandad drove 
in service for more than 100,000 miles. 
From the age of 12, Chris often spent 
whole days at weekends travelling around 
on the vehicle and enjoying every minute 
of it. Today, the single-decker has played 
such an important part in Chris’s life that 
he feels it is part of the family.’ As well 
as this, the bus is historically important, 
and the stylish bodywork looks superb 
returned to original livery. 

Now you are most likely expecting to 
hear the tale of a 1960s Bedford SB or 
Leyland Leopard but no, the vehicle Chris 
has kindly brought to Huntingdon Bus 
Station in Cambridgeshire is a 2002 
Scania L94UB with Wright 


Solar B43F bodywork, low floor and fully 
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 
compliant. 

Time, dear reader, has moved on, and 
AF52 VMD is an important addition 
to the preservation ranks. Things have 
changed and many of today’s young 
enthusiasts have been brought up on a full- 
fat diet of Stagecoach, First and Arriva. 


AN EXCELLENT SERVANT 

This Scania was new to legendary 
Cambridgeshire independent Whippet 
Coaches, which is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary next year. The bus is the 
only one of its type known to have been 
delivered to a 

family-owned 


operator and gave 15 years’ excellent 
service from its September 2002 arrival as a 
stalwart of Whippet’s stage carriage routes. 

For much of its career the bus was the 
steed of driver John Mountain, Chris’s 
grandad, who joined Whippet in 1990 
having previously been a supermarket 
manager: T saw driving jobs being 
advertised, things were changing in the 
supermarket world and I felt bus driving 
would be an interesting change,’ John 
explains. T was originally driving vehicles 
such as DAF Coaches, Metro-Scanias, 
Volvo Citybuses and later Leyland Titans.’ 

He was then delighted to be allocated 
the Scania: Tt was normally one driver 
one bus - you would clean the vehicle 
and look after it,’ recalled John. T enjoyed 
driving it - the Scania was built for the 
task it had to do - and it was capable 
of 60mph. To be honest, here was the 
flagship of the Whippet bus fleet. The 
Titans had come out of London and felt 
like old buses by comparison.’ 

A day’s work normally included the early 
morning service 476 from Godmanchester 
to Huntingdon, followed by turns on the 
5 from Huntingdon via the Hemingfords, 
Bar Hill and Cambridge then, in the 
afternoon, the 1A linking Huntingdon, 
Oxmoor and St Ives with Cambridge. 

Above: The Scania made thousands of 
appearances at Huntingdon Bus Station 
during its service life. NICK LARKIN 

Left: Fine traditional signwriting on a 
relatively modern Scania! NICK LARKIN 
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There could be some nasty hold-ups on 
the A14 but once the rush hour was over 
by 10am it wasn’t normally too bad/ says 
John. 

So was the Scania reliable? ‘It only let 
me down once in the many years I drove 
it, and that was when the gearbox went 
outside St Ives Fire Station on an awkward 
bend.’ One new gearbox later, the bus was 
back on the road and remained in service 
until 2017, by which time it was the last 
Scania in the Whippet fleet. 

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 

John had departed by that time for a new 
job with Dew’s Coaches of Somersham, 
where he currently usually drives an 
Alexander Dennis Enviro on a local service. 
Chris had meanwhile joined Whippet at the 
age of 16 as a shunter, filling buses with fuel 
and doing some cleaning. 

He passed his PCV test four months 
after his 18th birthday. And no surprise 
which was the first bus Chris drove in 
service: ‘The Scania meant a lot to me,’ 
he says, although it was forsaken when he 
drove on Whippet’s route linking St Ives 
with Cambridge via the Cambridgeshire 
Guided Busway. 

Whippet was sold by the Lee family in 
November 2014 to Australian company 
Transit Systems, owner of London 
operator Tower Transit: ‘I was upset about 
the sale,’ recalls Chris. ‘I was progressing 
through the business as a manager at the 
time and I remember Peter Lee, who was 
then Whippet’s managing director, taking 
me into his office to tell me. 

‘A lot of people were very upset about 
the takeover and the operator changed 
massively. As a family-owned concern, 
Whippet had always been about the 
passengers.’ 

Chris, now 25, left the firm three years 
ago and after a stint driving for Delaine 


Buses Ltd followed in his grandad’s 
footsteps and joined Dews, where he now 
drives its newest executive Mercedes-Benz 
Tourismo coach on UK and European 
tour work, including trips to Switzerland 
and Austria. 

Keeping in touch with some of his 
former Whippet colleagues and still 
nurturing a soft spot for the Scania, 

Chris asked Paul Young, the then general 
manager, to bear him in mind when the 
vehicle came up for sale. ‘I suppose it was 
a sort of joke at first - they knew how 
much I liked the Scania,’ says Chris. ‘But 
Paul kept his word and I bought the bus. 

Apart from our family connections it 
was the last new bus bought by Whippet 


Above: This Scania is most definitely a 
full-size bus! NICK LARKIN 

Below: Showbus 2012 with Chris Shaw 
at the wheel and another of the liveries 
carried. DAVID JUKES 

Bottom: Restoration work is progressing 
well. CHRIS SHAW COLLECTION 

as a family concern for normal service, as 
opposed to Busway work, and it was also 
the last bus to remain in Whippet service 
from its family-owned days,’ he adds. 

‘The Scania was also 15-years-old, and I 
considered it was better to get it now than 
try to buy it from a subsequent operator in 
years to come.’ 
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PRESERVATION & RESTORATION 

Chris sent the bus to RH Bodyworks, 
based at Brome, near Eye in Suffolk, 
where it was superbly outshopped in 
original livery: ‘We wanted to do the bus 
properly and get it right - and I have an 
eye for detail!’ admits Chris. 

All the damaged panels were repaired 
or replaced before the exterior was treated 
to a coat of etch primer, then undercoat, 


followed by two topcoats, all in two- 
pack. Original artwork was recreated 
including the speeding Whippet seen 
on the firm’s vehicles for many years, 
reproduced from a photograph kindly 
supplied by Nathan Merry weather of 
Eastern Bus Enthusiasts. 

‘I am very pleased with the result,’ says 
Chris. ‘RH paint all Whippet’s buses since 
Tower Transit took over so it was good to 


take it there. The bus wore four liveries 
during its career and the original was 
always my favourite -1 always thought the 
latter plain blue one was rather bland.’ 

Tony Alexander at RH adds: ‘Chris 
knew exactly what he wanted, and it was a 
pleasure to put this bus back into original 
condition. We have worked on a few 
preserved vehicles and would certainly be 
interested in increasing this.’ 



Upper row, left to right: The nine- 
litre Scania engine makes 
light work of motorways. 

The Scania’s interior and 
seats are DDA compliant and 
in good order. 

Lower row, left to right: Scania 
tried to provide the best 
driver’s environment. 

Chris was given an original 
Whippet Almex machine. 

The traditional ‘flying 
Whippet’ logo was recreated 
from a photograph. 
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BACK ON THE ROAD 

Chris collected the finished vehicle in 
time for it to appear at the 2018 Showbus 
event: ‘It did seem strange as I had taken 
the Scania to Showbus several times while 
it was in the Whippet fleet, and it would 
have been seen wearing two of its previous 
liveries,’ he recalls. 

‘It had an excellent response at 
Showbus this year, and it felt really good 
to take the vehicle there,’ Chris adds. 

The Scania will now appear at 
various bus rallies and events including 
celebrations for Whippet’s centenary 
next year. ‘The bus is in good mechanical 
order,’ considers Chris. ‘The question is 
where to stop with it. Some work could 
be done on the seats, for example, and 
the original roller destination blinds have 
been replaced with digital displays.’ 

Chris has so far not experienced any 
problems with the Scania’s electrics: 

‘It is certainly a lot less complex than 
a modern vehicle, and Whippet has a 
computer they would, I am sure, kindly let 
me plug into! 


‘A bus like this does need a regular run 
- you could not leave it in the shed for a 
couple of years.’ 

And Chris has not felt inclined to 
monitor the vehicle’s fuel consumption 
too closely! 

A run from Huntingdon Bus Station, 
which the Scania visited thousands of 
times in its career, showed the bus was 
still able to make light work of 
the infamous A14 road, and 
Wright certainly put style into 
their 2002 bodywork. 

The Scania may no longer be 
a member of the fleet, but it is 
still seen regularly by Whippet 
passengers - a photograph of 
the vehicle still appears on a 
notice promoting Whippet’s 
various tickets and passes! 

Concludes Chris: ‘A lot of people at 
Whippet have been really pleased to see 
the Scania saved and are supportive of 
the project, as indeed has been former 
managing director Peter Lee. I would like 
to thank them.’ 


A finishing touch to the vehicle has 
been an original Almex ticket machine 
kindly donated by Kevin Delaine- 
Smith of Delaine Buses Limited, and 
by coincidence new to Whippet as one 
of a batch given to Delaine just before 
Whippet was taken over. 

The final word should really go to 
Chris’s granddad John: As a family we 

were very pleased to see this bus 
survive as we have had so many 
connections with it. We are very 
proud of what Chris has done.’ 

Thanks to Whippet for allowing 
us to photograph the Scania at 
the company’s Swavesey depot. 

Chris would also like to thank 
Paul Titterington, senior engineer 
at Whippet and workshop manager 
Scott Nicholetti for their help with the 
Scania project , and former general manager 
Paul Young for arranging the vehicle’s sale 
for preservation. Thanks also to Kevin 
Delaine-Smith for the ticket machine and 
Chris Bowles for the useful pictures of the 
bus in its original livery. 



Opposite page, Top: Pictured 
exiting St Ives Bus Station... 

Centre left: ...and looking 
thoroughly at home at its 
former depot. 

Centre right: Scania owner 
Chris Shaw and grandad John. 


This page, top and bottom: It is 

difficult to believe the Scania 
is a preserved vehicle given 
the modernity of its Wright 
Solar bodywork. This variant 
of Whippet livery is well- 
suited too. All: NICK LARKIN 
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IN WINCHESTER 


The Friends of King Alfred Buses (FoKAB) Twilight Running Day on Saturday 15 September began 
early when visitors were given the opportunity to compare four different lowheight double-deckers 
operating every 20 minutes between the Cattle Market and Broadway. Lowheight refers to buses 
that are only around 13ft 6/ns high with conventional seating layouts on both decks compared to 
the more usual height of 14ft 6ins (a lowbridge bus is built to the lower height but has a sunken side 
gangway upstairs). The roads around Winchester abound with low railway bridges, reflecting its road 
traffic of mainly small horse-drawn vehicles when the main line from London to Southampton was 
built in 1839. SIMON GILL was there to record the buses taking part that afternoon. 



Above: Leaving the Cattle 
Market for its first trip 
to Broadway is former 
Leicester City Transport 
217(217 AJF),a 1961 AEC / 
Park Royal Bridgemaster 
B3RA, representing the four 
similar buses acquired by 
King Alfred Motor Services in 
1959 (WCG 106/107) and 1961 
(323/4 CAA). It is owned by 
the Leicester Bridgemaster 
Group and was kindly driven 
to and from Leicester by 
James Freeman especially for 
the event. Pictures: SIMON GILL 

Left: Turning out of Worthy 
Lane is former King Alfred 
596 LCG, a Park Royal-bodied 
AEC Renown 3B2RA. The 
Renown chassis was the 
successor to the integral 
AEC Bridgemaster; the pair 
acquired by King Alfred in 
1964 (595/6 LCG), both of 
which survive with FoKAB, 
are of the less common type 
with ‘MonocontroP semi¬ 
automatic gearboxes and 
sliding cab doors. 596 LCG 
was discovered by James 
Freeman after export to the 
USA and was repatriated in 
September 1988. It has been 
restored in the original King 
Alfred livery. 
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The newest of the four vehicles running that afternoon was former Aldershot & District 506 (AAA 506C), a 1965 Weymann- 
bodied Dennis Loline III. These buses were frequent visitors to Winchester on the 14 service from Aldershot with its numerous 
intermediate stops shown on the descriptive destination blind. Fitted with a constant mesh ‘crash’ gearbox, it made an interesting 
contrast to the all-synchromesh AEC Bridgemaster and semi-automatic AEC Renown and Leyland Atlantean. 



Not strictly a lowheight bus, as the upper-deck features a sunken gangway and bench seats at its rear to overcome the lack of a 
drop-centre rear axle, is former Silver Star 42 (1013 MW) which was substituting for an unavailable former Hants & Dorset Bristol 
FLF6G. It is one of four Leyland Atlantean PDRI/ls with semi-lowbridge Weymann bodywork new to Silver Star of Porton Down 
between 1959 and 1962. 
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SHOUJBUS 

The 46th Showbus International display took place at Donington Park on 30 September beneath some threatening 
clouds - but it stayed mostly dry. SIMON GILL illustrates a selection of the entries. 



Top: Winner of the ‘Shillibeer Award’ for best in show was former Eastern National 1327 (ONO 59), a 1949 Eastern Coach Works¬ 
bodied Bristol K5G. It was attending its first event after an extensive restoration by the Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society and 
features the distinctive silver radiator grille of several Eastern National vehicles. Pictures: SIMON GILL 

Above: Winner of the Top Leyland award was former PMT L9766 (766 EVT), a 1959 Leyland Atlantean PDRI/I with semi-lowbridge 
Weymann body, entered by the Potteries Omnibus Preservation Society. 
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Above: This Leyland Tiger with rare Duple Laser coachwork 
new in 1984 is not quite what it seems. Entered by Bryan 
Sharpe of Derby, the former Southdown ION (A8II CCD) now 
represents one of four similar coaches new to Trent the same 
year in National Holidays livery as its Nos 6-9. The Tiger is now 
appropriately numbered 10 and registered AI0 CNU. 


The 110 years of Bristol display included nine Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol RELH coaches. Four with the earlier version of ECW’s coach body are, 
from right to left, Lincolnshire 1431 (CVL 850D), Red & White RC9.68 (OAX 
9F), Eastern Counties RE896 (SVF 896G) and Crosville CRGI03 (AFM I03G). 




Below: An intriguing entry was MB 0303, one of just 25 
Mercedes-Benz 0303 chassis fitted with Plaxton Paramount III 
3500 coachwork between 1990 and 1992. This coach was new to 
King’s Ferry of Gillingham in 1991 registered HI9 KFC and later 
operated for TRC Coaches of Treorchy registered HIO TRC. 


The largest display of preserved vehicles from one operator 
featured seven former Leicester vehicles including, right to left, 
AEC Renown 3B3RA/East Lancs 40 (FJF 40D), Leyland PD3A/I/ 
East Lancs 90 (90 HBC), Metro-Scania 225 
(ARY 225K), Metropolitan 301 (GJF 30IN), 
followed by two Dennis Dominators with 
different styles of East Lancs bodies, 

100 (CI00 UBC) and 50 (TBC 50X). 
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SH0U1BUS 

2019 

After three years at 
Donington Park, which 
has excellent hard 
standing for visiting 
vehicles, it is announced 
that Showbus 2019 
will be held at the 
Hertfordshire County 
Showground, located 
near to Ml Junction 9, 
on 29 September 2019. 
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Opposite, top to bottom: Former 
Wallace Arnold WUG I27S 
was one of four 7ft 8ins-wide 
Duple Dominant-bodied 
Leyland Leopard PSU4E/4Rs 
delivered in 1977 for operation 
on narrow roads in Devon. 

It was rebodied with this 
Plaxton Paramount 3200 body 
in 1987 and re-registered 
CSU 937. After operation 
by Thomas Brothers of 
Llangadog between 2000 and 
2010, it regained its original 
registration in January 2014 
after passing into preservation. 

Former Western SMT B2247 
(OCS 577H), a 1969 Eastern 
Coach Works-bodied Bristol 
VRT/SL6G, is a remarkable 
survivor as it was one of three 
VRTs the Scottish Bus Group 
did not exchange for National 
Bus Company Bristol FLFs. 

It instead passed to dealer 
S&N Motors of Glasgow in 
October 1972 then another 
dealer, Stanley Hughes of 
Cleckheaton, before spending 
many years with building 
contractor Richardson’s 
of Oldbury. It passed into 
preservation in 2012 and was 
entered by Neil Halliday who 
has owned it since 2014. 

Completed in West Midlands 
Travel ‘travelcard’ livery in 
time to take part in the ‘40 
years of the MCW Metrobus’ 
display was former West 
Midlands PTE 2764 (A764 
MVP), a 1984 MCW Metrobus 
Mk 2. It operated for Sharpes 
of Nottingham from 2008, 
where it was re-registered 
MIB 6571, before being 
acquired for preservation in 
2016. It was entered by Mark 
McCorquodale. 




The first production all-Leyland Lynx, C920 FMP, was built as a Leyland Bus demonstrator in 
1986 and passed to West Riding in May 1987 as its 252. It is preserved in the latter’s livery. 



Sometimes not everything goes to plan and former West Bromwich Corporation 156 (FEA 156), a 1952 Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Daimler CVG5, needed assistance from willing volunteers to get up the short but steep hill to the main parking area on arrival. 
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Free Festive Open Day 
Sun 9th December 

FREE Bus rides, See santa in his grotto, 
Fundraising Stalls, Tombola, Displays and 
refreshments 


Nottingham 

Hcn'. ^Fl fhj y|p 


Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity. 
The Heritage Bus Depot. Portland Road, 
Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF 10am - 4pm 

Soak up a little transport nostalgia ! 

Please use public transport or the NET tram to visit us 

enquiries @ nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 
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BUSES YEARBOOK 2019 


publication from the team behind 


Buses Magazine. Long established, it 


has become one of the most anticipated 


releases in the enthusiast calendar. 


Edited by highly-respected author, 


Stewart J Brown, this 2019 edition 


includes a tried and tested mix of 


articles and photo-features, covering a 
wide range of road transport subjects. 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 


Go-Ahead in East Anglia 


A NORTH & MID 
WALESJVIISCELLANY 


DELAINE BUSES 

The story of one of Britain’s few surviving family-owned 
local bus service operators from the pre-deregulation era. 

LONDON’S COLOURFUL BUSES 

There was a revolution in London in the late 1980s, 
when a new tendering regime saw multi-coloured buses 
challenge the supremacy of the red livery. 

ATLANTEANS, ARTICS AND ARROWS 

How First established its corporate image in Southampton. 

A NORTH YORKSHIRE HOLIDAY 

We travel back in time to 1971 for a summer holiday 
centred on Whitby. 

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

A road trip through both space and time in the USA and 
Canada. 

AND MUCH MORE! 


More than madder 


ORDER 

DIRECT 


PLUS FREE P&P* 

*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO 
orders. Overseas charges apply. 


792/18 


Alternatively, you can purchase your copy from selected 


WHSmith 


stores 


order online www.keypublishing.com/shop 


*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & 
BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply. 


OR CALL UK: 01780 480404 - Overseas: +44 1780 480404 Monday to Friday 9am-5:3o P m 
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Above: Rigby Road Depot 8 August 2018. 

Below: The Bolton 66 Tramcar Trust’s 
ex-Bolton Corporation 66, built in 1901 
by the Electric Railway and Tramway 
Carriage Works, was fully restored with a 
new top deck and arrived in Blackpool in 
June 1981 for a six-month loan - but never 
left! It is seen loading for an evening 
Ghost Tram Tour at Tower/North Pier 
on 10 August. All pictures: DAVID JUKES 



This century brought a realisation the 
Blackpool Tramway required a significant 
upgrade, or its closure would ensue. Its 
infrastructure was essentially life-expired 
and the tramcar fleet, although much of it 
rebuilt and modernised in the 1980s and 
1990s, was not what a discerning 
public wanted. 

The result is the current 
fllOOmillion Supertram 
system funded by the 
Government, Lancashire 
County Council and 
Blackpool Council. It 
opened in April 2012 
and is operated by 18 
Bombardier Flexity 2 light rail 
vehicles (the A-fleet) supported by 
nine Balloon double-deck trams dating 
from 1934/5. The latter were modified in 
2009-2012 with widened centre doorways 
and see very occasional use (the B-fleet); 
four had earlier been reconstructed with 
flat fronts in 1998-2004 as Millennium 
cars. 

It was initially proposed these trams 
would be supported during the annual 
Autumn Illuminations by the illuminated 
cars then remaining in Blackpool 
Transport ownership (HMS Blackpool , 
the Western Train and the Fisherman’s 
Friend Trawler). Almost all other tramcars 
would go. 


HERITAGE RENAISSANCE 

But that proposal, which would have 
all but spelt the end for the traditional 
Blackpool tram in its hometown, ceased to 
be thanks to the efforts of Bryan Lindop 
- Blackpool Transport’s Head of Heritage 
- and several others who successfully 
lobbied Blackpool Council 
for the retention of some 
original trams for continued 
operation on the rebuilt 
tramway. 

‘Bryan is very passionate 
about Blackpool’s trams,’ 
explains James Millington, 
Blackpool Heritage Tram 
Tours’ Fleet Manager, ‘and 
championed the retention of heritage 
trams from the inside, working with 
Blackpool Transport and Blackpool 
Council. 

‘He recognised Blackpool was unique 
in operating original trams on their 
original tramway route and very much 
wanted this to continue.’ 

Bryan was given the full support of Jane 
Cole, Blackpool Transport’s Managing 
Director, and has successfully led the 
development of Blackpool Heritage Tram 
Tours into what it is today, supported 
by Martin Gurr, Heritage Operations 
Manager since 2014, and a volunteer team 
from 2015. 
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Right: Passing the Comedy Carpet beneath 
Blackpool Tower on a positioning move 
from Rigby Road Depot to Tower/North 
Pier on 9 August is prototype Boat 600 
Duchess of Cornwall (originally 225). 
Sisters 227 and 230 are also part of the 
Heritage Tram fleet undergoing and 
awaiting overhaul respectively. 

Below right: The Balloon trams have 
been much modified since their 1934/35 
construction, although 717 Walter Luff 
was restored to its original appearance 
in 2008 thanks to a bequest from the late 
Philip R. Thorpe. It is seen climbing from 
Gynn Square to Cabin on 11 August. 

Below: No 717’s interior is splendid, with 
leaf green moquette, varnished wood and 
decorative ceiling panels. Interior lighting 
is of a more recent specification but 
overpainted to replicate the original, 
but long removed, concealed units. 


HERITAGE OPERATIONS 

At the heart of Blackpool Heritage Tram 
Tours’ operations is The Promenade Tour, 
which links the Pleasure Beach and Cabin 
every weekend from late-February to 
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Leaving the Pleasure Beach loop 
bound for the North Pier and Tower 
on 9 August is Standard 147, built 
by Hurst, Nelson & Co Ltd in 1924 
and later upgraded with enclosed 
ends. It was withdrawn in 1966 and 
passed to the Gerald E Brookins 
Museum of Electric Railways (later 
Trolleyville USA) in Ohio, USA. It 
remained unused and was exchanged 
by Blackpool Transport for Boat 606 
(now at the National Trolley Museum 
in Maryland), returning to Blackpool 
for restoration in October 2000. 
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AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 
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ALDRIDGE Sunday 25 November ARTM Annnual Collectors’ Fair 

MANCHESTER Sat/Sun 1/2 December Museum of Transport Christmas Cracker 

OXFORD Tuesday I January Bus Museum Running Day 
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early-November and daily during most UK 
school holidays using at least two trams. 
Augmenting this are Gold Event weekends, 
when six or more trams offer tours to 
Bispham, Cleveleys and Fleetwood, and 
other special workings such as the four-car 
tour operation between Bispham and the 
Pleasure Beach on August weekends. 

Illumination Tours are operated during 
the Autumn Illuminations using the 


illuminated trams. These depart from 
the Pleasure Beach and run non-stop to 
Little Bispham with alighting possible at 
Bispham, Cabin and North Pier/Tower 
on the return journey. Pre-booked tours 
are also operated on selected dates - the 
Ghost Tram, A Great British Night Out 
(which includes on-board Harry Ramsden 
Fish & Chips) plus seasonal Christmas 
and Santa Tours. 


Top: No 621 (originally 284) is numerically 
the first of the Brush Railcoaches and 
is seen on the former Blackpool & 
Fleetwood Tramroad north of Cabin 
on 11 August. The tram was gifted to 
the Trust by its owning consortium 
and returned from Beamish in 2016. It 
re-entered service last September in 
the 1950s streamlined-style livery after 
overhaul and restoration work. 

Centre: Towing Car 680 was rebuilt from 
1935 English Electric Railcoach 280 in 
I960 for Twin-Set operation with new 
Metro-Cammell trailer TIO (later 690). 

It was never permanently coupled to 
its trailer unlike the first seven Twin- 
Sets (671/681-677/687) and operated 
as a conventional Railcoach from 1972 
after 690’s withdrawal. No 680 was 
modernised in 1993 and is loaned by the 
Manchester Transport Museum Society. 

Below left: Fleetwood Box 40 was built 
by the United Electric Car Company 
in 1914 for the Blackpool & Fleetwood 
Tramroad. It is on loan from the 
Tramway Museum Society, its owner 
since 1963. 

Below: Within Rigby Road depot are 
partially-restored Coronation 663, built 
by Roberts in 1953, and stored Balloon 
704. Progress Twin-Set 272/T2, in 
original cream livery, awaits electrical 
attention following its 2016 fire. 

Operational costs are covered by 
farebox revenue as James clarifies: The 
fares paid to travel on the tram tours 
remain with the Heritage Tram Tours 
operation to offset the engineering 
costs. They allow us to keep the trams 
on the road and maintain the status quo 
but are insufficient to cover restoration 
outlays - for these we are reliant upon the 
generosity of outside bodies, societies and 
individuals. 

The trams are wholly crewed by 
volunteers,’ he continues. ‘We have around 
60 people who generously give their time 
as drivers, conductors and inspectors, to 
whom we are most grateful.’ 
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KEEPING THE WHEELS TURNING 

The heritage trams are maintained by a 
four-strong skilled and paid engineering 
team at Rigby Road Depot. Blackpool 
Transport retained its tram engineering 
capabilities to maintain its own fleet 
and undertake third party work for this 
country’s tramway museums - it is now 
the only non-railway workshop site able 
to retyre tram wheels and is probably one 
of the last road transport workshops to 
maintain and regularly use a forge. 

James, as Heritage Fleet Manager, is 
effectively the curator and is responsible for 
the preserved and authentic representative 

Top left: One Man car 8 was heavily 
rebuilt from 1935 English Electric 
Railcoach 612 in 1974 and remained in 
service until 1992. Alongside is a pair 
of Brush Railcoaches, both extensively 
modernised during their later service 
years. 

Top right: The Western Train entered 
service in 1962 based upon 1935 English 
Electric Railcoach 209 (locomotive and 
tender 733) and 1928 Pantograph car 
174 (carriage 734). It was retired in 1999 
then restored in 2009; the locomotive 
and tender using the underframe and 
saloon of withdrawn Towing Car 677. 
Behind is the stored Hovertram, built in 
1963 from Railcoach 222. Its upper-deck 
features lowbridge-style seating with 
sunken gangway to enable fitting of roof- 
mounted engine pods. 

Right: The Tramnik One space rocket 
was built in 1961 on the underframe 
of 1928 Pantograph car 168. Seats are 
provided for 46 passengers, boarding 
via the rocket’s tail into the inclined 
saloon. The tram is stored pending future 
restoration. 

Far right: The Frigate HMS Blackpool 
was launched in 1965 as a rebuild of 
Pantograph Car 170. It was withdrawn 
in 2001 but overhauled and modernised 
for the 2004 season; work which saw its 
underframe strengthened and repaired 
and new bodywork built with just the 
original prow retained. 


collection. The number of working and 
refreshed trams has increased since 2012 
to meet ever-increasing demands, although 
output is limited by staff availability - for 
example, the engineering team includes 
a single electrician who must balance his 
time between maintaining the operational 
vehicles and carrying out work on other 
tramcars undergoing restoration or 
overhaul. 

Members of the Blackpool Civic Trust 
have recently been involved in the current 
project to overhaul Boat 227 by patiently 
stripping paint from the tramcar’s interior 
surfaces and seating to enable the return 
of more authentic and visually pleasing 
varnished wood finishes. 

‘We have also been very fortunate with 
donations and bequests,’ states James. 
‘Many trams that were sold out of service 
have since returned, as a loan or more 
permanently, through the generosity of 
individuals and other organisations - 
hindsight suggests Blackpool Transport 
perhaps disposed of too many trams on 
the system’s upgrading. 



BLACKPOOL HERITAGE TRUST 


The Blackpool Heritage Trust is a non-profit 
making organisation established in 2014 to 
promote the retention, preservation and 
continued operation of Blackpool’s unique 
collection of heritage tramcars. It aims to 
ensure the heritage trams continue to run on 
Blackpool’s famous tramway in perpetuity for 
the enjoyment and education of all. 

The Trust encourages the operation of 
the heritage trams on Heritage Tram Tours, 
operated by Blackpool Transport Services, 
but it is not part of the BTS commercial 
operation and receives no commercial 
sponsorship, relying instead on private 
donations and supporters’ goodwill. 

www.blackpoolheritagetrust.org 

ThJs'Wiy 
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‘The Fleetwood Box car is owned by the 
Tramway Museum Society at Crich but 
has been an active long-term loan since 
1995, while its former Halle Tatra T3 
tramcar is presently stored here owing to 
a lack of covered accommodation at Crich 
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‘PRINCESS ALICE’ 706 RESTORATION APPEAL 


The Fylde Tramway Society 
was founded in 1971 to 
support the retention of the 
Blackpool and Fleetwood 
Tramway at a time when the 
Tramway’s future was in 
serious doubt. Today, the 
Fylde Tramway Society has 
over 500 members with a 
common interest in the 
Blackpool and Fleetwood 
Tramway. 

The Society is fundraising to 
enable the restoration of 
Blackpool’s open-top Balloon 
tramcar 706 Princess Alice 
before the Society’s 50th 
Anniversary in 2021. No 706 
has not operated since 2015 


and requires a replacement 
underframe which is expected 
to cost approximately 
£ 10,000. It also requires major 
bodywork repairs and a full 
repaint; early estimates 
indicate this work will cost 
around £50,000. 

Donations by cheque, made 
payable to ‘Fylde Tramway 
Society’, may be sent to: Fylde 
Tramway Society, PO Box 
1264, Blackpool FYI 9EG 
(please clearly label your letter 
as being a donation for the 706 
Fund). For further information 
you can e-mail the Society’s 
Treasurer Mark Green at: 
green.m@btopenworld.com 



www.freewebs.com/fyldetramwaysociety-blackpool 


and Clay Cross/ he adds. ‘We also have 
Birkenhead 20 on a year’s loan from the 
Wirral Tramway in return for the tram’s 
wheel-turning and retyring. 

‘Rigby Road Depot provides secure 
undercover accommodation for which 
many tramcar owners are most grateful 
when offered space. We enjoy good 
relations with the UK’s tram museums 
and collectors and our spare space is used 
to help ensure their stock does not need to 
be kept outside in all weathers.’ 


THE HOME FLEET 

The Blackpool Heritage Tram Tours fleet 
at the time of writing (September 2018) 
consists over 30 tramcars, most of which 
were new to Blackpool Corporation. 

The collection includes two Blackpool 
Standards, three Boats, six Balloons, 
three Coronations, four Progress Twin- 
Sets, a One Man car, three Centenary 
cars, a Jubilee car and five illuminated 
cars (full details may be found at www. 
blackpoolheritagetrust.org). Most are 


Below: An upper-deck view of the many 
treasures within Rigby Road Depot. 
Prominent are the red and cream-liveried 
Halle Tatra T3 from Crich and various 
double-deck tramcars - Jubilee 761 in 
orange, the Hovertram, Sunderland- 
liveried Balloon 703 and stored B-fleet 
Millennium cars 707, 709 and 724. 

Bottom left and right: Three consecutively- 
numbered trams illustrate the major 
changes made to the Balloon fleet. 717 
is essentially in original condition after 
its 2008 restoration while sole-operative 
Millennium car 718 was rebuilt in 2002 
and received widened doorways in 2010. 
Its green and cream livery is based upon 
that carried by sisters 707 and 709 after 
their rebuilding. 719 was modernised 
in the 1990s - initially as the Walls Ice 
Cream tram - with flush gasket-mounted 
glazing, before receiving widened 
doorways and purple and white Flexity 2 
livery in 2012 as part of the B-fleet. 

owned by the Blackpool Heritage Trust 
with others owned privately or loaned to 
the undertaking by other museums. The 
total does not include tramcars stored at 
Rigby Road for various private owners 
nor the B-fleet Balloon cars - the latter 
occasionally used on Heritage Tour duties. 

The Blackpool Heritage Trust was 
formed to ensure the fleet’s long-term 
security and assist the creation of a 
visitor centre at Rigby Road, within 
which the heritage tram fleet can be 
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Passing through Thornton Gate during a trial run on 10 August is freshly-overhauled 
Centenary car 642, resplendent in its yellow-based Heritage Tram Tours advertising 
livery based upon a Travelcard livery carried by the tram during its service days. 


hence the compromise, but all heritage 
trams are fitted with a 200amp fuse that 
will trip and prevent electrical circuit 
damage if the line voltage rises too high. 

‘Rail vehicle accessibility regulations 
also come into full force in 2019/ he adds. 
‘We do not operate a service, only tours 
from separate dedicated stops, so will 
not be affected. The illuminated Western 
Train was fitted with a wheelchair lift 
as part of its National Lottery-funded 
restoration in 2009 and will most 


likely remain the only heritage tram 
so-equipped. 

‘We are indebted to the support of 
Blackpool Transport, which has backed 
us all the way for several years/ concludes 
James. ‘We are also very grateful to our 
many supporters and volunteers, without 
whom the Heritage Tram Tours’ operation 
would not be as it is today.’ 

Our thanks to James Millington for his kind 
assistance, hospitality and guided tour of 
Rigby Road Depot. 


displayed to best advantage. The Trust 
resulted from an agreement to merge 
the Lancastrian (now Fylde) Transport 
Trust’s tram collection with those retained 
by Blackpool Transport under the new 
Trust’s ownership. 

The Fylde Transport Trust retains its 
own tramway interest with the ongoing 
restoration at its premises of Towing 
Car 679 into its original form as English 
Electric Railcoach 279. Forty-five of these 
were built in 1934/5 of which ten were 
rebuilt to tow trailers in 1958-61, 20 were 
scrapped between 1961 and 1965, two 
became the basis of illuminated cars in 
1962/3 and the final 13 heavily rebuilt as 
One Man cars between 1972 and 1976. In 
contrast, five of the 20 1937-built Brush 
Railcoaches form part of the Heritage 
Tram fleet. 

The Fylde Tramway Society has also 
supported the Blackpool Tramway since 
its 1971 formation and has helped fund 
several projects. It is currently raising funds 
to assist the restoration of open-top Balloon 
706 which requires a new underframe to 
enable its return to active service. 

No 706 is one of several trams 
undergoing or awaiting overhaul or 
restoration at Rigby Road, with 15 
examples currently operational. The 
September 2016 fire which affected 
Progress Twin-Set 272/T2 identified a 
need to replace ageing traction cabling 
on those 1930s-built single-deck tramcars 
not rewired during past overhaul and 
modernisation programmes - this 
has side-lined several cars that would 
otherwise be considered fit for use until 
they can be fully rewired to meet modern 
standards. A start has been made here 
with Boat 227 fully rewired and almost 
ready to return to service, and Twin-Set 
675/685 now following for similar work. 


CHALLENGES 

The fledgling Heritage Tram Tours 
operation has faced several challenges to 
date, not least in Blackpool being the only 
location in this country - and possibly the 
world - in which heritage trams regularly 
operate on a commercial system alongside 
current light rail vehicles. 

‘A compromise 630volts direct current 
supply was required to allow old and new 
trams to operate together/ explains James. 
‘The old trams used 550volts, but the new 
light rail vehicles were designed to operate 
on 750volts. Both can run on 630volts, 


HERITAGE TRAM TOURS’ BUS FLEET 


There are also three buses available for hire under the Heritage Tram Tours 
banner for those destinations remote from the Tramway. The buses are: 

No 501 (HFR 50IE), a 1967 Metro-Cammell-bodied Leyland Titan PD3A/I new 
to Blackpool Corporation which is privately owned and on loan to Blackpool Transport. 

No 864 (B364 UBV), a 1984 coach-seated East Lancs-bodied Leyland Atlantean AN68D/2R new 
to Blackpool Corporation as its No 364 but now numbered in the service fleet series. 

No 857 (D257 FYM), a 1987 open-top Eastern Coach Works-bodied Leyland Olympian new to 
London Buses as its L257 and now trimmed with tram leaf green moquette in its lower saloon. 

Blackpool Heritage Tram Tours has opportunities for volunteers to join its Tram Crew and Customer 
Service teams. Please look out for volunteers appeals on its website and social media accounts. 


www. Blackpool H entage.com 
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4C FLEETLINE FANTASTIC » 



No 113 now wears the fully 
completed livery first worn 
from 1989 until early-1994. 
The orange and white 
colour scheme aimed to 
give GCT a fresh new look 
and feel since deregulation 
and privatisation were by 
then in full swing. 

STEVEN KNIGHT 


The Stagecoach Heritage Fleet's 
lone Fleetline was sold last year 
for private preservation; its new 
owner GRAHAM LORD explains 
how and why he acquired it. 


Within a matter of days of floating an idea 
to approach Stagecoach Yorkshire with a 
genuine offer for its Chesterfield-based 
former Grimsby-Cleethorpes Transport 
Leyland Fleetline 15513 (MBE 613R), I 
found myself asked for an offer by e-mail. 
The exchange concluded an hour or so 
later when told my offer was accepted 
and, following the disposals procedure, 

I arranged a date to collect this stalwart 
from Derbyshire and drive it home to 
Lincolnshire. 


GRIMSBY-CLEETHORPES 


TRANSPORT 

The Grimsby and Cleethorpes Joint 
Transport Committee (GCJTC) 
was formed on 1 January 1957 on 
the amalgamation of Grimsby and 
Cleethorpes Corporations’ transport 
operations under one management. 

The resultant Grimsby-Cleethorpes 
Transport (GCT) adopted a Transport 
Blue and County Cream livery to replace 
Cleethorpes’ pearl grey and light blue and 
Grimsby’s crimson lake (maroon) and 
cream colours. 

The shade of blue darkened 


significantly before it was replaced by a 
non-political caramel and cream from 
1981. The company was frustrated by 
how easily the blue showed up dirt and 
darkening the shade combatted this 
to some extent. 


The caramel and cream livery was 
replaced by orange and white in 1987; 
this remained until the November 1993 
sale of GCT, along with its Peter Sheffield 
Coaches subsidiary, to Stagecoach 
Holdings following a decision by 
Cleethorpes Borough Council to sell its 
50% stake in the Grimsby-Cleethorpes 
Transport Company Ltd business, which 
replaced GCJTC upon deregulation. 

MBE6I3R 

MBE 613R was one of six Roe H45/29R- 
bodied Leyland Fleetline FE30AGRs 
delivered to GCT in December 1976 as 
its Nos 111-116 (MBE 611-616R). They 
were the first of Leyland’s version of 
the Fleetline chassis for this operator 
(previous deliveries were Daimlers), but 
wore Daimler badges on the front, affixed 
to the demister inlet. They displaced three 
AEC Regent Vs and an AEC Reliance, 
which all left the fleet for new pastures. 

No 113 was registered on 1 January 
1977 and carried the darkest shade of 
blue applied by GCT. Its introduction 
went ahead without fanfare as GCT’s 
49th Fleetline, since the operator had 


MBE6I3R 


standardised its double-deck requirements 
on the type since 1965. 

The introduction of 113’s batch caused 
problems as they were the first GCT 
Fleetlines to be fitted with air-operated 
hand brakes; the mechanics initially 
struggled to physically move these buses 
should the brakes become jammed on 
as the result of an air leak. This saw two 
taken out of service and 113, which had 
yet to carry a passenger, did not enter 
service until 13 January. 

There then followed an unremarkable 
life as a GCT double-decker. Noll3 wore 
the caramel and cream livery from 1984 
and the subsequent orange and white 
colour scheme from 1989. 


REMOVING THE ROOF 

Quite literally one of the first decisions 
taken by the new Stagecoach Grimsby 
Cleethorpes company (still trading 
as Grimsby-Cleethorpes Transport 
Company Ltd) was to remove 113’s roof 
to provide a two-vehicle seafront service 
in Cleethorpes with sister Daimler 
Fleetline 103 (BJV 103L), which lost 
its roof a few years earlier. The service 
linked Cleethorpes Pier with the town’s 
seafront attractions and terminated at 
the Fitties Chalet Park and emerging 
Thorpe Park holiday centre. 








A draw was the 1993 opening of 
Pleasure Island Theme Park, adjacent to 
the North Sea Lane bus terminus, and 
this new attraction may well have featured 
in the decision to de-roof a second 
Fleetline; indeed 113 wore an all-over 
livery promoting Pleasure Island from 
April 1997 for two years. 

It would be nice to think 113 was 
specifically chosen to have its roof 
removed due to its mechanical condition, 
but the decision was taken purely because 
it out of service for MOT preparation 
during February 1994. The converted 113 
was one of the first ex-GCT vehicles to 
receive Stagecoach corporate stripes and 
entered service in its new guise that July. 

Undoubtedly 113’s longevity has been 
down to losing its roof - itself the result 
of a certain amount of fortuity! I was 
fortunate to drive 113 between 1998 
and 2003, generally on Saturdays, on the 
seafront service. I preferred the bus to 
sister 103 as the ride quality was slightly 
improved and the once-revolutionary air 
handbrake was much more civilised than 
103’s ‘dead man’s arm’. 

No 103 left the fleet in 2003, passing 
to Roulston of Glasgow operating the 
latest incarnation of Glasgow Corporation 
Transport in a sightseeing guise; the bus 
passed from one GCT to another! The bus 
was with Hoare (Chepstow Classic Bus) by 
2005 and exported to Italy in March 2010 
- it is believed to still operate for Little 
London of Martina Franca, located in the 
Province of Taranto. 

CHESTERFIELD REALLOCATION 

No 113’s long-term future, while not 
being as Mediterranean, was nonetheless 
unusual. It soldiered on as the sole open- 
topper running the Cleethorpes seafront 
service until June 2005, when replaced 
by an ex- Busways Leyland Olympian 
low bridge victim. The withdrawn 113 


was taken to Stagecoach East Midland’s 
Chesterfield garage the following month 
for use as a publicity vehicle. 

It remained here for the next 12 years; 
Chesterfield garage moving to Stagecoach 
Yorkshire from April 2007, after 
Stagecoach’s acquisition of the Traction 
Group. No 113 visited many far-flung 
locations in that time, usually on hire to 
The Chesterfield 123 Preservation Society 
as many of its members are employed by 
Stagecoach in Chesterfield. 

No 113’s use lessened over recent years 
and I had been made aware through 
unofficial sources the company may be 
willing to consider offers for the bus, 
despite a 2016 repaint and tachometer 
fitting. Having very little mechanical 
know-how, I sought the counsel of a 
retired former Group director before 
approaching the directors of Stagecoach 
Yorkshire. The rest, as they say, is history. 

BACK HOME 

No 113 returned to Lincolnshire on 24 
August 2017, its first return since spending 
the summer 2014 season on loan to 
Cleethorpes. 

Stagecoach Yorkshire’s maintenance 
team kept the bus in fantastic condition. 
Lengthy mechanical attention was made 
in 2008/09 and this gave the bus a new 
lease of life. The inside received a new 
application of cream paint and care was 
taken to retain original notices. Other 
than a few ‘foreign body’ stickers and 
notices, which were easily removed, 113’s 
interior is virtually identical today as it 
would have been 41 years ago. 

The assault screen was the most obvious 
noticeable alteration I needed to make. 

It formed part of an integral cab door, 
so had to be sheared off leaving the door 
in place, which then received a coat of 
metallic grey paint to match the original 
panelling either side. The tachometer 



Above: No 113 is seen outside the Victoria 
Street South bus depot in Grimsby 
working service 3A to Cleethorpes 
Bathing Pool during 1980. A Conductor is 
seen collecting fares on the upper-deck. 
Later that year the bus would receive its 
first repaint, retaining the blue and cream 
livery. GRAHAM LORD COLLECTION 

Below left: No 113 received its second livery 
during 1984, with caramel and cream 
replacing the original blue and cream. 

This livery never found favour with the 
public and by 1985 the expertise of a PR 
firm was used to enhance the company’s 
image. The bus is seen at Cleethorpes 
Pier during October 1984. LES SIMS 

Below: DEM Associates redesigned the 
stylised GCT fleet name in 1985, added 
a two-tone stripe on both sides of each 
vehicle and introduced a parrot named 
Clippy to promote local bus travel. No 
113 is seen here in November 1985 at 
Cleethorpes Pier working service 17 to 
Grimsby town centre soon after receiving 
livery embellishments. LES SIMS 

was also removed, and the original 1976 
speedometer reconnected. 

The fluorescent yellow-backed exterior 
mirrors were replaced by those used by 
GCT during the 1990s and the black- 
painted steering wheel, which belied 
the original cream finish beneath, was 
revealed following a few hours’ work 
with wet and dry. The rear number blind 
- synonymous with GCT vehicles since 
1957 - was seized and a new end gear 
mechanism purchased and installed. 
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Above left: Orange and white replaced the 
caramel and cream livery from 1987, as 
shown by 113 in Grimsby’s then-relatively 
new bus station when working service 16 
during 1992 or 1993. This is one of the last 
known photos of the bus before open-top 
conversion. MARK HODGKINSON 

Above centre: No I I3’s roof was removed 
during February 1994; the bus is seen 
here at the Victoria Street South depot 
very soon after the cutter’s torch had 
been extinguished. Body repairs are 
being made and a significant engine 
overhaul appears to be ongoing. This is 
the last photo of 113 in orange and white 
livery before its application 25 years’ 
later. LES SIMS COLLECTION 

Above right: July 1994, just days after 
entering service in its new guise, and 113 
stops at the North Sea Lane bus terminus 
on route to the Fitties Chalet Park and 
burgeoning Thorpe Park Holiday Park 
resplendent in Stagecoach stripes livery. 
LES SIMS 


Below left: No 113 loads at Cleethorpes 
Pier during 1999 while wearing an overall 
promotional livery for Pleasure Island 
Theme Park, located along the seafront 
route to the holiday parks. 

GRAHAM LORD COLLECTION 

Below right: No 113 received a first 
application of Stagecoach swoops 
livery and is posed at Grimsby Docks 
with another iconic Grimsby structure 
present; the town’s Dock Tower. 
GRAHAM LORD 


During early December front fog lights 
were added, recreating those originally 
fitted but removed in 1998. 

Having been a child growing up in 
the 1980s, the caramel and cream and 
subsequent orange and white liveries 
resonated with me the most although 
the caramel scheme looked unattractive, 
representing municipalisation at its worst, 
so I opted to restore the bus to its final 
colour scheme before being purchased by 
Stagecoach: orange and white. 

Sadly, no correctly-sized destination 
blinds of the post-deregulation type 
existed, when GCT tried its hand at rural 
services by operating to Louth, Skegness 
and Barton-upon-Humber in competition 
with RoadCar. An updated number blind 
was introduced during this era, though the 
original style, evident since 1957 (albeit 
with some minor number changes as years 
passed by), was always used concurrently, 
even into Stagecoach ownership. Fleetline 
69 (WFU 469V) featured an original 
GCT number blind, despite being the first 
of the type to receive Stagecoach stripes in 
1994, so using this type of blind would not 
look out of place in 113. 

I borrowed the rear number blind from 
preserved GCT single-decker Daimler 
Fleetline 57 (GEE 418D) with the 
assistance of Nigel Rhodes. Two copies 
were made, although I altered some of the 


number options to reflect the late-80s/early- 
90s routes, and a bespoke destination blind 
produced at the same time. Fortuitously, 

I made notes as a child of the destination 
order and was confident the reproduction 
would look no different to the original. 

No 113 attended its first rally on 30 
September 2017 at the Delaine Heritage 
Trust Running Day, where its cab slider 
window exploded into a million pieces. A 
replacement was sourced after a second 
rally on 5 November in Lincoln, when 113 
ran its first hn service’ duties as part of 
the Lincolnshire Vintage Vehicle Society’s 
end-of-season ‘Festival of Transport’. No 
113 was reunited with its open-top seafront 
service forebear, GCT No 133 (NJV 995), 
an AEC/Park Royal Bridgemaster. 

SHADES OF ORANGE 

The next and final milestone to date was 
a repaint. It almost seemed wrong to 
remove the Stagecoach swoops livery that 
was a little over a year old, but 113 had 
worn this design for fourteen years and it 
was time for a change. I contacted a semi- 
retired paint rep whose company supplied 
the orange and white paint to GCT; 
recreating the original shade of orange 
would be easy enough. Or so I thought. 

Sadly, this proved not to be the case. 
Following a December 2017 repaint, the 
orange was wrong and far too yellow. My 
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paint rep realised afterwards this was 
the prototype shade, not the mix GCT 
eventually chose. 

To complicate matters further, this 
final version was a special mix based on 
a printed orange the company used in its 
literature. The bespoke paint mix had long 
been lost so we had to recreate history and 
re-mix the orange paint based on a loaned 
original GCT orange fleet name sticker. 

Confident this shade of orange was as 
near to correct as reasonably possible, the 
prototype orange was removed, and the 
correct shade applied. The white-outlined 
orange and black stripe running beneath 
the lower saloon windows was added in 
August this year. 

I was also loaned correctly-sized Great 
Grimsby and Cleethorpes crests which 
were worn by all buses in the GCT fleet 
from 1957 until 1993, when Cleethorpes 
Borough Council signalled an intention to 
relinquish its share. 

IN CONCLUSION 

No 113 attended the Fenland BusFest 
based at Whittlesey in Cambridgeshire 
on 20 May this year, undertaking three 
return trips to Ramsey in glorious weather. 
Every journey operated with full loads 
and I reacquainted myself with the heavy 
steering associated with a few extra tons 
on board - GCT did not specify power- 
assisted steering on any of its Fleetlines. 

There will no doubt be struggles in 
the years ahead, but I am confident that 
nine months after driving 113 from 
Chesterfield I have managed to preserve 
it in a fitting, traditional and appropriate 
livery. Like the bus, I found myself in the 
right place at the right time. 

With a passion for former GCT vehicles, 
I always kept my eye on 113’s operational 
status, took the plunge and it paid off. I 
can only encourage others to do the same. 

It always frustrated me as a child just 
how unjust it was the vibrant, traditional 
orange and white-liveried GCT buses 
never featured in modern-day bus 
magazines. I would often read of the blue 
and cream GCT vehicles, but why not the 
modern orange and white ones? In my own 
way, I like to think I have redressed the 
balance a little, even if I have had to wait 
for the bus to become 'historic’ to do so. 

Full details of No 113, including a 
gallery section, a list of rallies visiting this 
year, a blog and a full operational history 
can be found at www.GCTH3.com. 



Above: No I I3’s first preservation outing in orange and white took place on 20 May 
2018; the well-loaded bus is seen at Whittlesey’s small bus station. GRAHAM LORD 

Below: Preserved GCT vehicles are a very rare breed. Sacrewell Farm, near 
Peterborough, hosts 113 and ex-GCT No 57 (TJV 100), a 1962 Roe-bodied Daimler 
CVG6 restored in the operator’s original livery. Both ran out of the same depot in 
Grimsby between 1977 and 1982. GRAHAM LORD 

Bottom: An immaculate 113 shows off GCT’s final orange and white livery, complete 
with distinctive stripes and fleetname vinyls. STEVEN KNIGHT 
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A VISIT TO GRIMSBY AND CLEETHORPES 


Right: Heading for Fitties 
Camp, holiday Park in 
Cleethorpes in September 
1980 is No 76 (LJV 976F), a 
1968 Roe-bodied CRG6LW. 
Both: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


Above: GCT continued 
naturally with the Daimler 
Fleetline to fulfil its rear- 
engined double-deck 
requirements. CRG6LX 66 
(BJV 737C) was one of eight 
with Willowbrook bodies 
new in 1965/66, GCT’s first 
Fleetlines. Seen in Grimsby, 
No 66 is pursued by Roe¬ 
bodied No 39 (KEE 400F), 
GCT’s first AEC Swift. 


Seaside fun and fish 
— yes there’s plenty of 
variety when it comes to 
these two Lincolnshire 
towns! Over the years 
there has been less variety 
on the road transport 
front with the Roe-bodied 
Daimler holding sway for 
many years. 


Left: Grimsby Cleethorpes 
Transport’s half-cab double¬ 
deck motorbus fleet consisted 
of both AEC and Daimlers 
Seen here in Cleethorpes is 
No 56 (TJV 99) a 1962 Roe¬ 
bodied Daimler CVG6. 
PHOTOBUS 
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A dual-door layout for double-deckers was adopted from 1969 onwards. Seen in Grimsby, No 62 (OEE 882G) was one of eight 
Roe-bodied CRG6LWs new that year. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

A further eight similar buses (85-92, SJV 85-92H), but with Gardner 6LX engines, were received the following year followed in 1971 
by another five (93-7, UJV 93-7J) of which we see No 93 preparing to depart Cleethorpes Pier. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Above left: Meanwhile back at Cleethorpes 
Pier in October 1979, l974CRG6/Roe 
110 (KBE 11 OP) awaits departure for 
Waltham. 

Above right: Thirty-two Leyland-built 
Fleetline FE30AGRs were delivered 
between 1977 and 1980. No 69 (WFU 
469V) was recorded in Cleethorpes when 
new in September 1980. This bus later 
saw service with South Manchester. 

Right: A change of livery in the early 1980s 
preceded the arrival of a number of 
former London Buses Leyland Fleetline 
FE30ALRs in October 1984 Awaiting 
departure from Grimsby bus station is 
GCT 2 (KJD 95P), new to London Buses 
in 1976 as DMS2095 and sold via Ensign 
Bus in May 1983 to Grimsby-Cleethorpes. 
No 2 passed to Pennine Blue in 1992. 

All: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF REAR-ENGINED DOUBLE-DECKERS 



CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF REAR-ENGINED DOUBLE-DECKERS 


Uver l 10 pages, the third 
volume of Britain's Buses marks 
the 60th anniversary of the 
launch of the Leyland Atlantean, 
the revolutionary rear-engined 
double-decker that changed 
the shape of British buses when 
introduced in 1958. 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 

Prototype to production - From test 
vehicles with the engine squeezed on to the 
back platform, how the Atlantean turned 
bus design back to front 


Teething troubles - The unexpected 
problems that operators encountered 
on early Atlanteans and how they were 
eventually put right 

Motorway coaches - How Ribble 
Motor Services used them to provide fast 
luxury travel on the fast growing intercity 
road network 


The rivals - Daimler's Fleetline, Bristol's 
VR and Guy's Wulfrunian offered different 
answers to Leyland's design lead 


London - London Transport's trials with 
Atlanteans and Fleetlines, and its solitary 
rear-engined Routemaster 

AND MUCH MORE 1 . 





I 


AVAILABLE NOW FROM 


VWSmiLh 


AND ALL LEADING NEWSAGENTS 


ALTERNATIVELY, ORDER DIRECT 


JUST £6.99 PLUS FREE P&P* 


886/18 

*Free 2nd class P&P on all 
UK & BFPO orders. Overseas 
charges apply. 


Free P&P* when you order online at/?T\ Call UK: 01780 480404 
www.keypublishing.com/shop Overseas: +44 1780 480404 

_^_ Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm _ 

SUBSCRIBERS CALL FOR YOUR £1.00 DISCOUNT! 















After the classic art of coach painting, it is now time to decide if you would like period advertisements 
recreated on the exterior of your bus. ASHLEY BLACKMAN explains. 


Like marmite, you will either like to 
display period adverts on your newly- 
restored bus or none at all. Many have 
opted for the latter and that is great 
too, but for some the recreation of old 
memories, particularly if your bus carried 
an advert during its service life, is all part 
of bringing your bus back to life as it was 
then. 


ADVERTISING 

One of the best places for businesses 
and advertising agencies to advertise and 
share their messages is through transit 
or transport advertising. This is basically 
advertisements applied to the exterior or 
interior of a mode of public transport and/ 
or at bus stops, ticket offices, underground 
stations, etc. 


We have all seen the adverts and readily 
recall those that have obviously been 
sufficiently striking to work over the years! 
Advertisers and the transport businesses 
utilise as many areas as they can to share 
their message with the masses. This was 
a win-win for both advertisers and bus 
operators; selling advertising space earned 
operators extra money and the businesses 



‘Ride on air to London’. The Scottish Bus Group’s Bristol RELHs 
were its first coaches fitted with air suspension. NEIL HALLIDAY 



A good example of an illuminated advert is carried by this West 
Yorkshire Bristol Lodekka, although its best effect cannot be 
seen in a daylight shot. NEIL HALLIDAY 


for the express services linking major Scottish cities with London 



This advert is appropriate for the time when package holidays 
were popular, although its more modern design does not suit 
the classic Leeds Roe-bodied AEC Regent V. NEIL HALLIDAY 
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All-over advertisements were striking 
and therefore very popular in the 1970s 
and 80s; several were signwritten too. 

NEIL HALLIDAY 

This corner panel graphic was commonly 
seen on buses throughout the 1970s and 
80s. RUSSELL STRONG 

Signwritten by preservationist Keith 
Jenkinson over 40 years ago, this Heinz 
advert on the rear corner panel of JUB 29 
has stood the test of time. 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

Current owner and preservationist Keith 
Jenkinson purchased JUB 29 in December 
1963 and personally hand-painted three 
Dewar’s adverts in late-1972. This photo 
shows off how characterful this surviving 
Leyland TD2 looks today, 46 years since 
the adverts were applied. 

KEITH JENKINSON 



would usually get a great return on their 
investment as the public repeatedly saw 
their messages and would, in return, often 
buy into whatever was being sold. 

Exterior bus advertising is like a moving 
billboard in the form of all-over wraps, 
T-sides, supersides, rears and mega-rears, 
and many other designs. Even if you are 
not riding a bus, you cannot help but spot 
a striking advert, especially those buses 
with all-over advertisements. People 
would run to catch these as they were fun 
and interesting - a work of art really. 

I have distinct memories of London 
Transport RTs in the late-1970s on route 
47 in Catford and Bromley; the adverts 
I mostly recall are those for London 
Transport itself. We also took family 
daytrips to the Kent coast and I remember 
East Kent’s Park Royal-bodied AEC 
Regent Vs sporting adverts for Rediffusion 
and Ramsgate Model Village. 


LOOKING BACK 

Bus advertising can be traced back to the 
days of horse-drawn buses. The 1940s 
and 50s saw many adverts for tea, whisky, 
cigarettes, chewing gum and banking; I 
particularly like the Picture Post adverts 
carried by London Transport buses as 
a pair of eyes either side of the front 
destination display. There was a period in 
the early-1960s when illuminated adverts 
were popular; these consisted of plastic 
sheets displaying the advertiser’s details 
or the bus operator’s own advertising. 
They were fitted into a specially-shaped 
panel on the vehicle’s offside and 
illuminated by several fluorescent 
tubes, but I believe they never took 
off as the additional lighting strained 
the vehicle’s battery power. 

All-over bus advertising was 
popular in the 1970s with various 
bus companies adopting this 


method. These all-over vehicle adverts, 
now more commonly known as wraps, 
were then a work of art as the design 
was hand-signwritten on. This was time- 
consuming and costlier as the vehicle 
would be off the road for long periods 
to apply and remove different designs. 
However, I feel all-over adverts were 
much more interesting and memorable 
back then and definitely worth it. Then 
came vinyls and vinyl-applied corrugated 
boards which enabled quicker, simpler 
and more cost-effective frequent 
advertising changes. 




White Label’ 
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Top: Chris and John Stewart’s Bristol 
VRT looks splendid as do the signwritten 
period adverts which would have been 
displayed when this bus was in service. 

CHRIS STEWART 

Above: This Hovis advert was applied to 
many London Transport buses of the 
1950s, so it was no surprise that this batch 
of Bristol Ks loaned to LT when new also 
had these applied. ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

Below: This advert and a subsequent 
operator’s details were uncovered on a 
Thames Valley Bristol KSW. You never 
know what you might find under the 
layers of paint on your vehicle if you have 
never stripped it back to bare metal. 
ASHLEY BLACKMAN 



Adverts were also applied inside the 
buses on the curved ceiling panels to 
catch your eye on taking a seat. One could 
not help but notice the ever-changing 
designs and messages on looking up to see 
what was new. These adverts often shared 
information about the bus company’s own 
ticket offers, routes and coach excursions. 

BRANDING 

Even now you will often find brands, 
especially in London, wrapping 
Routemasters for campaigns and product 
launches - and to transport influences 
to various product launch events. 

These influences will share the entire 
experience on social media for their 
followers to lap up. Social media has 
made it so that anything cool, such as 
travelling on board a vintage bus, should 
be captured and shared ‘to the gram’ or 
Instagram as we all know. 

My wife Kirsty tells me you only have 
to type #BurberryHer into Instagram to 


see beauty influences posing up a storm 
on RM25 advertising Burberrys new 
fragrance. Try #snogbus too; these buses 
are pink and inauthentic, but they are 
popular and memorable with the public 
and are often shared all over social media. 

Buses and advertising have certainly 
come a long way. Just think: if most of 
the public walk around staring at their 
phones, then social media really is the 
way forward for advertising and any bus 
that catches the eye, is out of the ordinary 
or looks fun will appear somewhere on 
social media. Of course, these classics 
can be repainted authentically after brand 
activation. 

ON THE ISLE OF MAN 

Preservationist John Davis recently 
recalled his experiences watching the 
application of hand-painted full bus 
adverts in the Isle of Man National 
Transport workshop during the 1980s. 
John remarked on the amazingly-detailed 
painting and how it was very much a 
work of art. These included a bus covered 
in flowers and a rainbow advertising 
keeping the island tidy, and another 
covered in bricks, with a front door, sills 
beneath the windows, a cat flap and milk 
bottles advertising a local estate agent. 
These really were elaborate. You can find 
photographs on Flickr; search for W849 
MAN Leyland Atlantean and W848 MAN. 

YOUR CHOICE 

So why would you choose to have an 
advert on your newly restored bus? Well 
it is all about the nostalgia; perhaps an 
advert fondly remembered, a wish to 
recreate the bus at an exact moment, or an 
advert reflecting your humour, interests 
or a favourite whisky. You might even be 
able to get sponsorship to apply an advert 
which could assist restoration costs. 

Keith Jenkinson has owned JUB 29, a 
Keighley-West Yorkshire ECW-bodied 
Leyland TD2, for some 50-plus years. It 
carries hand-painted adverts for Dewar’s 
Whisky which Keith himself painted in 
1972 in time for a 1973 Brussels-based 
celebration of transport as part of the UK 
joining the Common Market. 

Keith was sponsored by Dewar’s; he 
believes this was because one of the other 
buses attending the event was Prince 
Marshall’s London Transport ST922 
which carried adverts for Johnnie Walker 
Whisky. Keith thinks he was approached 
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Research your vehicle and its history. You probably already know all that needs to be known 
but look at the adverts carried in the service period you are reproducing. Use Flickr, books, 
Facebook groups and forums for help if needed, or buy old photographs at events. If you 
cannot find your vehicle, look at other buses from the same fleet and era and note the 
advertisements they carried. 

If you are lucky enough to discover any authentic advertisements underneath the paintwork 
during preparation, make sure you document this. Take a photograph or carefully rub away 
the paint until you uncover the advert’s outline then trace the lettering. If you are unsure, 
get a professional to measure up and reproduce the advert using signwriting or vinyls. 

Decide on the advert design you would like to reproduce; this can be something your bus 
displayed, an advert you remember well or one that matches your personality. Collect as 
many photographs as you can of the advert, preferably a side-on clear picture, although we 
have reproduced adverts from odd angles and blurry photographs. 

If you are lucky to choose an advert for a company that is still in business, it is always 
worth approaching them to ask for sponsorship. You never know, and the sponsorship will 
enhance your restoration funds. 

Make sure to match fonts and colours as best as you can using your references. If you can 
only view a black and white photograph, make sure the chosen colours are in keeping with 
the period. Today’s vibrant colours will not look appropriate. 

Source a reputable supplier after establishing the artwork you prefer and deciding on hand¬ 
painting or vinyl. Ask to see their work first if opting for signwriting and, if choosing a 
vinyl, make sure to ask for proofs and check the vinyl’s quality before printing. Go with 
contacts who have used particular suppliers in the past and can recommend them. I do not 
recommend paper adverts as these can peel away over time. 

Ensure you are delicate with the aftercare after the adverts have been applied. I always 
advise your bus is only washed with a clean grit-free sponge as brushes can scratch, chip and 
damage the artwork over time. 

Admire your new adverts with friends and fellow preservationists at events as your bus 
takes on a new identity, stands out in the crowd and brings back all the memories. 


by Dewar’s as they did not want to miss 
out on a bit of advertising too. The Heinz 
advert on JUB 29’s rear corner panel was 
also painted by Keith and replicates a 
contemporary advert carried by Keighley- 
West Yorkshire vehicles. These painted 
adverts have stood the test of time and 
still look fantastic and characterful now. 

I know some buses and especially 
coaches never carried adverts, so if you 
have one of these then you will not need 
to think about it unless you really would 
like to apply an advertisement. Several 
municipal operator vehicles did not carry 
adverts for many years until financial 
necessities required their application. 

When restoring a bus for a client one 
of the discussions we have regarding 
finishing touches is if adverts are required, 
and I always recommend signwritten 
adverts. An exterior restoration that 
comes to mind is NDL 652R, Chris and 
John Stewart’s ex-Southern Vectis ECW- 
bodied Bristol VRT. Chris researched 
pictures and found a great local advert for 
Southern Vectis: The best views of the 
Island are from up here’. Chris and John 
have told me this advert is a great talking 
point wherever they take their VRT. 

I am unsure if it is still possible to 
get paper adverts as used before the 
introduction of vinyl. I managed to acquire 
an original paper advert for the Torbay 
Aircraft Museum which was applied to 
a former Devon General Willowbrook¬ 
bodied AEC Regent V. It is possible to 
print very good vinyl reproductions from a 
good picture and measurements, but 


I personally do not think they look as 
good as hand-painted adverts. Do get 
your adverts hand-painted if you can as 
they will last and look splendid; after all 
this is going to be one of the vehicle’s 
main features. You might be considering 
using vinyl, which may be correct 
depending on your vehicle’s age, but 
do bear in mind several operators used 


signwritten adverts into the 1980s and 90s. 

There are many more articles to write 
in this restoration series as I have yet to 
cover the interior and the final hurdle of 
making it to the rally. Please e-mail me at 
info@ashleyblackman.co.uk if there any 
specific topics you would like me to cover 
in future articles. Any feedback on this 
and previous articles is welcome. 



During its recent restoration, preservationist Jonathan Jones-Pratt chose to have a period local furniture shop advert signwritten 
onto his ex-Southern Vectis Bristol Lodekka FS YDL 318. CHRIS STEWART 
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Model pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



NIGEL APPLEFORD examines 
Exclusive First Edition’s London 
Transport RC-class AEC Reliances, 
which proved somewhat 
disappointing in full-sized form. 

London Transport (LT) sought to update 
the image of its Green Line network in 
the mid-1960s as the RF coaches were by 
then in their teens and needed replacing. 
LT therefore ordered a batch of fourteen 
dual-purpose vehicles, delivered by 
November 1965 as RC1-14 (CUV 59-72C). 

They featured the AEC Reliance 
4U2RA 36ft-length chassis, powered 
by the AEC AH690 11.3 litre engine 
with fluid flywheel and direct selection 
5-speed epicyclic gearbox, together 
with air suspension. The 8ft 2 1 / 2 ins-wide 
Willowbrook bodies were of four-bay 
provincial BET-style with 49 coach 
seats, forced-air heating and ventilation, 
and fluorescent lighting. The RCs also 
introduced a new Green Line livery of off- 
white with a dark green band. 

They entered service on Green Line route 
705 (Windsor-Victoria-Sevenoaks) but it was 
soon apparent the RCs were mechanically 
problematic. They were withdrawn and 
stored in December 1967, their duties 
covered by RCL double deckers. 

Spring 1968 saw the RCs repainted into 
the standard Green Line Lincoln green 
with lime green waistband livery with a few 
used on route 725 (Gravesend-Kingston- 
Windsor) as spares/duplicates for a short 
period. It was then considered the type 
might be more suited to the longer inter¬ 
airport 727 route which linked Luton with 
Heathrow and Gatwick; for these duties 
the RCs were re-seated to DP43F with 
luggage racks and converted to one-person- 
operation; again they weren’t a great 
success and were stored by September 1969 
after just a few months’ use. 

The class was transferred to the new 
National Bus Company (NBC) subsidiary 
London Country Bus Services with LT’s 


Country Area and Green Line operations 
on 1 January 1970, although most were 
stored at that time. Re-seated to DP47F, 
London Country tried them on Green 
Line route 711 (Reigate-Central London- 
High Wycombe) route, although RC11 
(CUV 69C) was burnt out in August 1971. 

They were then tried on Green Line 
route 723 (Aldgate-Grays) route; by this 
time they had lost their side roofboards 
and later gained NBC green/white livery, 
applied variously as local coach or bus 
livery. August 1974 saw the survivors 
transferred to Hertford for bus work, 
lasting there until 1977 when all but four 
were withdrawn for the final time. The last 
four became driver trainers; three were 
withdrawn in 1979, with the final example, 
RC10 (CUV 68C), following in 1980. All 
went for scrap with none seeing further 
service or entering preservation. 

THE MODELS 

The construction notes and general 
comments regarding EFE’s model of the 
6-bay BET Federation single-decker also 
apply to this model. The RC-class model 
has a different body shell but shares parts 
from the other models such as chassis, 
front and rear screens, wheels/tyres, 
interior, etc. The body shell is diecast as a 


single item with the chassis being a one- 
piece plastic moulding held to the body by 
two poles driven into plastic plugs below; 
the poles are black so don’t tend to show 
too obviously through the side windows. 

The interior features coach seating, 
although this is to a standard 49-seat 
layout on all models. The model also 
features boot doors. As with the BET 
Federation 6-bay variants, this model 
also features fully-reproduced bodyside 
headings. External dimensions appear to 
be accurate. 

The prominent roof vents are separate 
fittings as they invariably are not flush to 
the roof. The side roofboards (featured 
on all but the NBC-liveried example) are 
also a separate plastic part, push-fitted 
into two holes drilled through the coving 
panel on each side; these boards have 
the route details printed on. Wheels and 
tyres are produced in plastic and rubber 
respectively, the former painted and not 
self-coloured. 

Rear view mirrors are also provided 
but are not of the correct pattern for this 
vehicle. Wipers are moulded onto the 
windscreen and picked out in silver paint. 
Livery rendition and printing are of the 
high standards expected from EFE, but the 
front indicators and fog light are printed 
rather than cast into the bodyshell. Glazing 
has representations of the rubber gaskets 
printed onto the windows and screens. 

Personally, I think EFE have again 
produced an excellent model and 
hopefully Bachmann will continue to 
release new models using this casting; 
there at least two liveries not yet produced, 
although this was a small class of vehicle 
with no subsequent owners. 


FLEETLIST - EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 4mm 

1:76 SCALE 

35700 SERIES - BET Reliance, Twin Headlamps, 4-bay 


Ref 

Identity 

Released 

35701 

London Transport (Green Line) RCI2 (CUV 70C) Route 705 

January 2010 

35701A 

London Transport (Green Line Express) RCI (CUV 59C) no route October 2010* 

35702 

London Transport (Green Line) RC2 (CUV 60C) Route 727 

September 201 Of 

35703 

London Transport (Green Line) RC5 (CUV 63C) Route 711 

October 201 It 

35704 

London Transport (Green Line) RC4 (CUV 62C) Route 725 

February 20l2f 

35705 

London Country (NBC) RC4 (CUV 62C) Route 392 

March 2013 

35706 

London Transport (Green Line) RC2 (CUV 60C) Route 705 

November 2013 

* Code 2 

uncertificated release of 400 for London Transport Museum; 


t EFE Showbus Special; $ Code 2 uncertificated release of 650 for London Transport Museum as part of Set 99933A 
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Opposite page: RC7 (CUV 65C) 
is seen during its latter years 
while working as a bus from 
Hertford Garage. Retaining 
its aluminium beading, it 
carries NBC local coach livery 
with Green Line fleetnames, a 
livery variant not yet offered 
by EFE/Bachmann. NIGEL 
APPLEFORD COLLECTION 


This page, top and right: The 

first release was RCI2 (CUV 
70C) working on Green Line 
705 route to Windsor. The 
yellow roofboards are quite 
prominent even on this bright 
new livery. Unlike the BET 
Federation body, the RC 
features emergency doors on 
both sides. The bus looks very 
provincial for LT and shows 
its BET-style origins. Boot 
doors are present but no rear 
aluminium bumper - was the 
trim added later or did EFE 
omit it? 




Left and below: The LT 

Museum commissioned a 
Code 2 release of a very 
similar model of RC I 
(CUV 59C) depicting the 
class as delivered with no 
blinds fitted and blank side 
roofboards. The treatment 
of the blind boxes is quite 
clever and believed unique. 
The ‘Express’ part of the 
fleetname was removed 
before the class entered 
service. The Green Line 
roundel on the boot doors is 
absent from the in-service 
models. 


Bottom: RC2 (CUV 60C) was 
released as an EFE Showbus 
Special in the later duo-green 
Green Line Livery. Although 
not in the photograph, the 
Green Line roundel appears 
on the boot doors together 
with the rear aluminium 
bumper beneath. 
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Top: This model of RC4 
(CUV 62C), also in the 
later Green Line duo-green 
livery, was released as an 
EFE Subscriber Special. The 
blind and roofboards are for 
‘southern orbital’ route 725, 
although a Northfleet-bound 
working, presumably as a 
duplicate. 



Left and lower left: National 
Bus Company green livery 
was applied to London 
Country vehicles with varying 
degrees of white in the local 
coach and full bus schemes. 
RC4 (CUV 62C) received a 
wide grey band (instead of 
white) on its bus livery-the 
model’s inspiration is very 
clearly an illustration of 
RC4 in the second edition of 
Laurie Akehurst and David 
Stewart’s book ‘London 
Country’ published by Capital 
Transport in 2001. The rear 
route box is also still in use 
although the rear wheel ‘bin 
lids’ have now gone. 



Left and below: The most 
recent release of this casting 
is this reworking of model 
35701 with different fleet and 
registration numbers while 
blinded for the opposite end 
of route 705 with identical 
roofboards. The side beading, 
although not overbearing, 
also adds something to the 
model. 
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BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 
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A search for a distinctive Reliance, a little bus nostalgia in Spain, and an atmospheric 
look at 1970s Manchester. NICK LARKIN reports. 


HAS ANYONE SEEN ‘SPOTTY?’ 

Here is a whole new aspect on the theme 
of bus and coach spotting! A team of 
former drivers for Astons of Kempsey is 
collating information about the operator 
and aim to eventually produce a book. 

They would love to find out more about 
a coach which the Worcestershire firm 
ran in the 1970s carrying a spotty livery, 
complete with the slogan: ‘in case you 
hadn’t spotted us before.’ Yellow spots 
were painted on the plain white bodywork 
to complete the effect. 

The coach in question is ex-Leeds City 
Transport 1965 Roe-bodied AEC Reliance 
ANW 710C, which certainly survived into 
preservation. Spokesman for the Astons of 
Kempsey Heritage Group, Tony Harris said: 
Astons has had a rich history and we are 
getting together photographs, ephemera, 
stories and anecdotes. We would love to 
know what happened to this vehicle - in 
confidence if necessary.’ 

Astons bought the AEC from Hudson’s 
of Cottingham, near Hull, in January 1975 
and is believed to have kept it for a couple 
of years. 



The company was established with one 
vehicle in 1929 and run by members of the 
Aston family. Today the company has 55 
coaches, midi-coaches and minibuses and 
operates everything from UK and European 
tours to local bus services. 

Pat Howes joined Astons in 1980 as its 
first woman bus driver: ‘Everyone around 
here knows Astons. We were like a big 


family,’ she said. ‘The “spotty” bus became 
something of a local legend.’ 

Anyone with information on the 
Reliance is asked to send an e-mail to: 
tonyharrisl950@yahoo.co.uk. 

Above: Astons of Kempsey’s unique bout 
of coach ‘spotting* in 1975. 

ASTONS OF KEMPSEY HERITAGE GROUP 


MORE ON NORTHUMBERLAND HOARDE 

Our grateful thanks to Peter Seaword of the H-S Transport 
Collection who has kindly sent us some fascinating photos of the 
buses once stored at an Allington, Northumberland, site. This 
follows the earlier ‘mystery picture’ of CK 4447, a 1931 all-Leyland 
Tiger TS3 new to Ribble. 


Peter tells us that one of the other buses was TN 1795, a 1925 
ex-Newcastle Corporation AEC 411, now beautifully restored and 
the subject of a B&CP feature some years ago. He also advises the 
site had been cleared by late-1971. 

Below: CK 4447 languishes at Allington. PETER SEAWORD 



POTTERS BAR IN SPAIN 

There is sign of a classic London Transport RF single-decker in Nerja, Spain. This ‘Potters 
Bar’ is an establishment regularly frequented by expats and now sporting a new pub sign 
complete with a picture of Country Area AEC Regal IV RF627 (NLE 627). 

Dave Kitto, who kindly gave us this information, said the photo used in the sign was 
taken by his wife, Diane, some years ago at the Toddington Bus Rally. The destination 
screen displayed Potters Bar and Diane mentioned it when talking to the bar’s owner, who 
asked for a copy to use in the sign and other publicity for the pub. 

As Dave said: ‘We now have a bit of British bus nostalgia welcoming all to a bar in Spain!’ 
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MANCHESTER MIRE 

This month’s selection of maybe not 
technically perfect but highly atmospheric 
photos take us back to the not exactly 
best side of 1970s Manchester, maybe that 
portrayed in the earlier this century time 
travel drama ‘Life on Mars’, ironically itself 
something of a modern-day classic. 

Many people argue the SELNEC (later 
Greater Manchester) PTE orange and 
white livery did not always sit well on half¬ 
cab buses, but we are obviously unable to 
comment as we must view these scenes in 
black and white. They brilliantly display the 
bleakness of an era when many Victorian 
terraced streets were bulldozed and replaced 
with palaces in prefabricated concrete. 

Our first picture shows a former Salford 
City Transport Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Leyland PD2 outside what was probably the 
world’s most successful branch of Milletts, 
considering Manchester’s weather, where 
the tills must have totted up the prices of 
many bright yellow cagoules. 

We think Lancastrian Supper Bars was 
a chain of fish and chop shops - indeed an 
establishment of that that name existed 
until recently at the incredibly named 
Mocha Parade in Salford. Was this so 
named to attract the Southerners forced to 
live in the area after being exiled there by 
their employers, t’ BBC? 

WRJ 159 was among the first of several 
PD2 batches ordered by Salford twixt 1963 
and 1967; the later ones embracing the 
near-space age technology of fluorescent 

Taking a former Salford Leyland PD2 to 
visit Milletts. Nice! 

This former Stockport Leyland PD3 had 
seen better days. Look at the cars. 

Both: NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 


interior lights. Behind is a Manchester 
Mancunian, which really must have seemed 
like something developed by NASA in 
comparison to the final Salford PDs 
delivered just a year or so earlier. 

Like Salford, Stockport Corporation was 
also a late purchaser of half-cab buses and 
this forward-entrance East Lancs-bodied 
Leyland PD3, MJA 896G, is seen here 


running for SELNEC’s successor Greater 
Manchester PTE. 

Long stripped of its fine corporation 
red and cream livery, this bus would not 
have looked its best in faded PTE colours. 
The cars overtaking it add to the sense of 
despair though the Datsun Cherry coupe is 
extremely rare nowadays. Following it is an 
Austin Allegro! 




AN ILLUMINATING SUBJECT 

Illuminated trams seemed to be a popular subject for postcard 
makers in the earlier years of the last century and here are two 
examples. 

The first suggests there was no need to bother stating the tram’s 
operator if it was a nice dedication to King and Queen. 


The second is proudly recorded as ‘Illuminated Tramcar, 
Blackpool.’ The blurb on the other side reveals the tram is 
illuminated with 4000 electric lamps. Blackpool itself is described as 
‘Paradise by Day and Fairyland by night.’ Not sure if people thought 
that while shivering in a sparse guesthouse or being lashed by sand¬ 
laden blustery rain! Pictures: NICK LARKIN COLLECTION 
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FRESH ROUTEMASTER 


Just the gift for the Routemaster fan with 
everything. A Routemaster is proudly 
featured on this air freshener from www. 
puckator.net, and is available in ‘essence 
de exhaust fumes’, ‘Woodbine cigarette 
smoke’ and ‘slightly-worn seat moquette’ 
varieties. OK, perhaps not! 




A QUESTION OF TASTE 

These tasteful offerings were spotted for 
sale in a gift shop in London’s Leicester 
Square recently. They are at least useful in 
their own way! Pictures: NICK LARKIN 




PICKING UP THE PIECES 

B&CP’s David Jukes is most grateful to his 
wife, Grace, for this gift for the man with 
everything. A lucky find in a charity shop 
is a slightly careworn cardboard depiction 
of a LT Leyland 
Fleetline B20 DMS. 

Inside lurks no 
less a delight than 
a double-sided (or 
double-decker?) 
jigsaw featuring an 
AEC B-Type and 
RT. This is number 
2 in a series; does 
anyone know 
how many others 
there were, and 
which vehicles were 


depicted? And where were the Abydos 
double-sided jigsaws sold? 

Meanwhile, David has successfully 
completed the massive task of jigsaw 
assembly! Pictures: DAVID JUKES 





* TYPE. Petrol driven motor buses first entered serv-cc in London in 1899 and many 

types appeared throughout the 1900s. to 1910 the 34 seat B type was introduced and proved 

i!^evolSnised bus operations in London and resulted in the withdrawal of all remaining horse buses. Over 2,900 were 

built and 1.300 of them seived as troop transports on the Continent during the first world W3f. 
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BUSMART 


INDE 


Buses and coaches for sale II 

Buses and coaches wanted III 

Bus and coach parts for sale III 

Bus and coach parts wanted III 

Restoration services IV 

Groups VI 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale VI 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale VII 

Photographs wanted VII 

Models for sale VII 

Models wanted VII 

Events VIII 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 

Announcements 

Assistance available 

Assistance/information wanted 

Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 

Buses and coaches for hire 

Business for sale 

Heritage bus services/tours 

Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 

Museums 

Obituary 

Photographs for sale 
Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Societies 

Sponsorship wanted 
Storage/workshop facilities 
Storage wanted 




UEHICLE: 

DETAILS: 

CONTACT: 


1988 Volvo BIOM/Van Hool Alizee SH. 

Class 6 MoT to February 2019. Acquired for preservation direct from service 
early-2018. £2,500 or offers. 

Alex and Gabriele Cunningham, E-mail: alexandercunninghaml8@yahoo.de. 


ADVERTISING RATES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 



1980 Bristol VRT FDL 681V, ex Southern Vectis. Converted to 
open-top in 2000 for IOW sightseeing use. New upper-deck floor and 
seats, new kingpins, overhauled front axle, refurbished front nearside 
spring, and much more besides. Drives very well, strong engine and 
gearbox. Class 5 MOT to June 2019. Genuine reason for sale. £14,500 
ONO. Contact Jimmy Comfort: jimmycomfort@hotmail.com or 07876 
183844. 



1974 Bedford SB/Plaxton Panorama IV. 5.4litre diesel engine, 
5-speed gearbox, straight and rattle free body. Attractive exterior, 
clean and tidy interior apart from a couple of seats at the back. Tax and 
MoT exempt. Last of these period coaches, reliable, drive it anywhere. 
Can deliver within 70 miles. £9,995 Call Andy: 01452 854361. 



Bristol single¬ 
deck bus 

Mechanically 
complete. 
Gardner 5LW 
£2,500 contact 
Rush Green 
Motors on 
01438 354174. 
(Trade). 




1966 Leyland Titan PD3A/I. Leicester City Transport GRY 48D. 
MOT April 2019, good runner and looks great. £25,000 ONO. Contact: 
dezbrisco@hotmail.co.uk. 



1973 AEC Reliance 505/Plaxton Elite III. Ex-Galleon Tours, 
immaculate inside and out. Original un-molested condition, garaged 
since 1985, pampered all its life. Original 6-speed constant mesh 
gearbox with Telma Retarder. Any inspection welcome by appointment. 
£13,750 no VAT. Transport and delivery can be arranged at additional 
cost depending on location. Call Brian Barlow: 07973 616604. 


1934 AEC Regent OD 7497. Cream/red open-top bus. Very good 
condition. Class 6 MOT. 8.8 litre diesel engine. Ill health forces sale. 
POA. Contact: 01803 813416 or 07831 481863. 

1961 Bristol FS5G 1117 PW. Chassis No 178007. Gardner Engine. 
20,000euros. Contact: jo.alen@hotmail.com. 
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Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 



1951 Bedford OB/Duple Vista C29F coach, Crosville MFM 39. 

Has been in Bristol area for last 25 years Restored in 2010 Class 6 MoT. 
Excellent order and fully maintained. Offers over £40,000. Telephone: 
07788 516190. E-mail: paul.smallwoodl@btinternet.com. 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Metrorider or a Marshall Capital-bodied Dennis Dart. Anything 
considered. Contact: plymouthanddistrictcoaches@aol.com. 

Dominant II or Supreme-bodied coach wanted for preservation. 
South Wales connection would be nice, but anything considered. Call 
Stuart: 01874 622243 (08.00-18.00 only). 

Bristol/ECW or AEC Reliance single-deck bus or coach. Any model 
considered but must be in good condition. Please contact: 011 4230 
4691, 07870 180276 or sutlink@btinternet.com. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


Do you need 1930s moquette? A group of preservationists are 
joining together to order moquette typically used by Maidstone & 
District and other operators in the 1930s based on Holdsworth’s 

pattern BDCD 7871, sometimes 
called ‘1930s geometric’. We 
need to meet a minimum order 
requirement and those who join 
us at the time of ordering can 
take advantage of purchasing at 
cost price. For further details, 
please contact Paul Baker at: 
pr.baker@btconnect.com. 

Ten 24-volt wiper motors numbered 2101-10. Phone Mr K. Bott 
(South Yorkshire Transport Museum): 01709 364950 (18.00-21.00 only). 

Leyland 0.680 service manual and parts list, published 1961. Good, 
clean condition, some marks where it has been used. £20 plus postage. 
Terry Britton: tandmbritton@outlook.com or tel: 07808 929889. 



We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 181435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 


Routemaster Bus Brake Slack Adjusters 


Refurbished & Service exchanged 

We specialize in the overhaul and repair of the 
brake slack adjuster. 

The specification for the overhauling and repair of 
this component is very thorough, which involves 
the entire unit to be completely dismantled to 
effect a inspection and assessment of wear. 

The customer can gain satisfaction knowing that 
they have a hand rebuilt and tested unit that will 
carry out a precise operation. 

Trading is based on a part exchange basis. 


telephone: 01245 321 634 

Abbev 

Engineering www.abbeyengineeringuk.co.uk 

uk email: michaellangley219@gmail.com 

RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDF0RD, B.M.C, C0MMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDD0N, TH0RNYCR0FT, VOLVO etc. 




BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 


Destination blind for Gash Daimler DD2. Contact Mike Gallagher 
(LVVS) 01522 722705, 07776 041076 or e-mail: mdg2l3l@gmail.com. 




2018 reissue of 1960s Holdsworth 
design available ex stock. 

Orientation: floor to ceiling seen 
here. Width: 127cm. 

Special offer until February 2019: 
factory cost price of £675 per 
25m roll (VAT paid). 


Delivery: free within Great Britain. s 


Price will increase afterwards, 
when storage charges affect me. 

Please contact MarkTelfer: 



B9 


01704 564920 / 07767 290924 mark@telstarsolutions.co.uk 



vOb^ol^egn^^bld^stoclg 


■Hp V V-V I 

For.bus, coach, truck 6c tractors 
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Anything considered 

/ / /' Cash for joblot / 7 / 
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Call Cliff 07803 121435' 
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RESTORATION SERVICES 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 



We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 


e-mail markl969owen@hotmail.co.uk 


or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 


LET US SELL 

YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 

Telephone: 

01291 689361 



E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• We Have an Extensive Range 


of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations 

Available to Order 

• Custom Renovations 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 


Staff Provide Both Impartial 

• Insurance Approved 

and Friendly Advice 

Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 
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GROUPS 


Opportunity to join Bristol VRT preservation group in the 

Wessex area attending rallies in the south of England. Please contact 
John:07776 137673 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 



THE Y MAILS KETWEF.N 



The Years Between 1909 - 1969: Volume I 
The National Story to 1929, Volume 2 The Eastern 
National Story from 1930, Volume 3 The Western 
National & Southern National Story from 1929. By 
RJ Crawley, DR MacGregor & FD Simpson. £25 
the set of three. The Little Red Book 2000, 

£2. All hard back in good condition, can post at 
additional cost or collect from Great Shelford, 
Cambs. Tel: John Wakefield 01223 843802 


Buses magazine. 539 issues from January 1973 to December 2017 
(Nos 214 - 753). All in good condition. £50 or offers. Collection only 
from Ashtead, Surrey. Contact: geoffthebus@yahoo.com. 


Several hundred Transport magazines including Bus & Coach 
Preservation, Preserved Bus, Classic Bus, Heritage Commercials, 
Classic and Vintage Commercials, etc. £10 per year. Collection: West 
Norfolk or Courier. Tel: 01842-8199. 


LOTS (London Omnibus Traction Society) monthly 
magazines. August 1979-December 1988/January 1993 to current. 
Collect from Hertford. Offers to Graham: 07973 272659 or E-mail: 
chickenmaxl @ntlworld.com. 

Buses magazines. December 1976-current (1993-2017 are in blue 
Buses binders. April 1992 copy is missing. Storage space required. 
Collect from Hertford. Offers to Graham: 07973 272659 or E-mail: 
chickenmaxl @ntlworld.com 

Offers are welcome for the following publications and books: 

LOTS TLB No 389 (January 1997) to present day. Classic Bus No I to 
present day, all in binders. RT-The Story of a London Bus published by 
Capital Transport. The STLs published by Capital Transport. London 
Bus Garages since 1948 published by Ian Allan. Contact Derek: 01322 
224240 or E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 

Books Magazines and DVDs. Contact: Derek 01322 224240 or 
E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 


Annuals, Books, Magazines Photographs Buses & Coaches 
1930s to 1980s. Lists and prices on request. Please E-mail: 
stephenmalkinsonl957@gmail.com. 



Norfolk Buses by John Law. 96 unmarked pages, great colour & b/w 
photos, published 2016, £4.95. As new condition. Midland Red Buses. 
Bradford Barton hbk, 96 clean pages, excellent condition. £4.25; 
Provincial Bus & Tram Album by J Joyce. Hbk plus dustcover, 128 
clean pages, b/w photos, VGC, £4.50. Tel: Mr Clarke 07399 359072. 


Modern Tramways & Light Railway Review 1962 to 1967, 

Buses Extra June 1986 to September 1992, Classic Bus October 
1992 to July 2016, Preserved Bus Spring 1998 to April 2001, Bus & 
Coach Preservation May 1998 to December 2016, Buses January 1966 
to December 2016. Contact Mrs Rolley: 01296 730446 or E-mail: 
wendyrolley53@btinternet.com 




FREE SUPPLEMENT EURO BUS EXPO 


NOVEMBER ISSUE 

OUT NOW 


Available from WH Smith and other 
leading newsagents, or online at f 
www.keypublishing.com/shop t f 


December r>me I £ November 



ESERVADO 


FOR TRADE ADVER TISIN G 

Call Sandra on 

024 76616930 Afcg 

or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 


MODELS FOR SALE 


London bus general arrangement drawings. Mainly 1:12 scale as 
supplied by LT engineering department and purchased many years ago. 
Most types plus a couple of trams. Offers please. Contact: dejane I @ 
btinternet.com. 



Leyland large script body badge, unused old stock, a few storage 
marks, good fixings and no damage. £45 including P&P. Van Hool 
original bus/coach body badge in nice used condition. £25 including 
P&P. Jonckheere bus/coach body badge in nice condition. £20 
including P&P. I have others, pictures via E-mail. Genuine Leyland 
driver’s coat badges. Chrome & Enamel Leyland script £20. Shield 
with script in chrome and yellow enamel £20. Van Hool £10. Bedford 
Drivers’ Club £20. Large Leyland Diesel engine badge, shield with 
wings, fixings on rear and in good condition, £45. All include P&P. 
Contact Alan: 01872 575140. 

Royal Blue cap badge 15 years and Black & White Motorway items 
for sale. Call Dave: 01242 518099 (20.00-21.00). 

Western National Omnibus Co Ltd Gloucester & Wiltshire bus 
route map 1950/60, £25. Call Dave: 07968 659967. 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Observation coaches & Half-deckers. Author seeks photographs 
of British-built observation coaches, including Whitson (as 
immortalised by Dinky Toys), Park Royal-bodied Commandos, and 
pre-war examples by Beadle, London Lorries, etc. Also seeking 
photographs of Crellin-Duplex half-deckers as built by Lines Trailer 
and Mann Egerton 1949-53. With original or subsequent owners and 
non-PSV. Free copy of completed book for contributors of two or 
more published images. Neville Mercer, 16 Cheviot Close, Astley 
Bridge, BOLTON BLI 7BW. Tel: 07434 066838, E-mail neville.mercer@ 
googlemail.com. 


OM4II04. Original Omnibus Company 1:76 Leyland Titan PD3/East 
Lancs. Stockport Corporation No 93 (MJA 893G). £25. Contact: 
Dave 07968 659967. 

Glasgow Leyland TDI, Glasgow BUT Trolleybus, Oxford 36’ 
Reliance, Maidstone & District 36’ Reliance. All £10 each. Contact: 

Mr Kain 01708 372351. 

Silver Routemaster RM 664 route 285 Daily Express adverts. 

Also, Silver Routemaster SRM 25 route I Woolworth adverts. Both 
models are in mint condition and boxed. Call Peter: 01257 251540 
(after 19.00). 


SIMMONS 

TRUCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 


COLLECTION WANTED 
OF BUSES & TRUCKS 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS IN OUR EBAY SHOP 


stores.ebay.co.uk/SIMMONS-TRUCK-AND-BUSJ 

Hi m 

WHERE WE HAVE OVER 
m 800 ITEMS FOR SALE 



mss 


Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 


MODELS WANTED 


Colour views of Rawtenstall Corporation 1947 Alexander-bodied 
Leyland PD IA buses Nos 38-40 (GTD 501-503) to complete my 
collection of colour views of each batch of the operator’s post-war 
vehicles. I would also like any views of them after 1964 with building 
contractors Mackenzie & Partners in the Glasgow area. 

Also, any views of Rawtenstall vehicles with showmen or building 
contractors. 

Please contact: Gordon Young, 4 Higher Change Villas, Bacup, 
Lancashire OLI3 9UB. E-mail: fte630b@yahoo.co.uk. 


Colour slides/photos of ex-Bournemouth (Yellow Buses) with 
other owners and NPSV. Please write to Arthur Day, 29 Clarence Park 
Road, Bournemouth BH7 6LF. 




* Wiltshire 


Graham models 



mobile: 07487 699905 
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Free shuttle service between the Museum and Dewsbury 

Local feeder services Trade stalls Bus Museum Cafe 

Admission £3.00 which includes souvenir programme 

Further details Telephone 01924 265528 
www.dewsburybusmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/groups/dewsburybusmuseum 
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EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SUNDAY II NOVEMBER 

Cosham, Portsmouth. Autumn Transport Fair. Community 
Centre, Wootton Street, Cosham, Portsmouth P06 3AP. 10.00-15.30. 
Admission £1.50. Stalls, free bus rides & light refreshments. Model Bus 
Federation display. Close to Cosham Railway Station. Convenient for 
A3/A27/M27/local buses. Details: vtransportgroup@btinternet.com 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day. Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & 
cafe open. Free hourly shuttle from Rotherham Interchange (Stand Cl) 
10.45-14.45. Admission £5, concessions £3.50, accompanied UI6 free. 
Details: 07852 298082, info@sytm.co.uk or www.sytm.co.uk 


SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER 

Enfield Transport Bazaar. St. Paul’s Centre, 102 Church Street, 
Enfield EN2 6AR. Two mins walk from Enfield Chase Station or ten 
mins from Enfield Town Station. All buses serving Enfield Town stop 
within five mins walk. Up to 40 stalls selling books, photos, DVDs, 
maps, timetables, tickets & other memorabilia. 11.00-14.30. Admission 
£3, accompanied children free. Details: NLETE, 8 The Rowans, Palmers 
Green, NI3 5AD (SAE please) 
or nleevents@outlook.com 

Northampton Transport Collectors Fair. Abington Church 
Hall, Park Avenue North, Northampton NN3 2HT. Over 30 stalls of 
models, photos, timetables & DVDs. Refreshments. Admission £1.50. 
Stagecoach route 16 to Ecton Brook stops outside. Details: Steve 
Loveridge, 75 Bakers Crescent, Irchester, Wellingborough NN29 7BA 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Twilight and After Dark 
Trolleyday. 10.30-18.00. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 
or www.sandtoft.org.uk 


EPSOM & EWELL TRANSPORT FAIR 

SATURDAY I5TH DECEMBER I 0.00am - 3.30pm 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, 

EWELL, KTI7 IUF 

ADMISSION £2.00 

Close to 293, 406, 467, 470 and El6 bus routes in the 
London Travelcard Area (Zone 6) 


Both of these transport fairs offer for sale, bus, railway 
and commercial vehicle related items, including: 

Books, DVDs, ephemera, memorabilia, models, photographs, 
postcards, tickets, videos, etc. Refreshments available 

MID SUSSEX TRANSPORT FAIR 


SATURDAY 29TH DECEMBER I 0.00am - 3.00pm 

CLAIR HALL, PERRYMOUNT ROAD, 
HAYWARDS HEATH, RHI6 3DN 


ADMISSION £2.00 


Close to Haywards Heath railway station 
(opposite the former Southdown Bus Station) 


ENQUIRIES TO: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, 
Bromley, BRI 3EU (SAE please) Mob: 07932 812268 


LLANDUDNO 


SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 

Dewsbury Bus Museum Autumn Open & Running Day. 

Admission by programme, £3 adult, accompanied children free. Advance 
copy £4 by cheque payable to West Riding Omnibus Museum Trust, 

47E Dale Street, Ossett WF5 9HE. 10.00-16.30. Free services & tours. 
Free shuttle from Dewsbury South Street to Ravensthorpe museum 
building. Up to 25 vehicles in service & wide selection of visiting buses. 
Trade stalls, museum cafe, tombola & more. Free feeder services from 
Bradford, Castleford, Huddersfield, Halifax, Keighley, Leeds, Pontefract 
& Wakefield. Details: www.dewsburybusmuseum.co.uk or Facebook 

Aston Manor Road Transport. Museum Annual Collectors’ 
Fair. Memorabilia, books, models, DVDs. Free service from Walsall. 
Shenstone Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, West Midlands WS9 8TP. 
10.30-16.00. Admission £3, child £2, family £9. Details: 01922 454761, 
www.amrtm.org or Facebook 


TOY & TRAIN FAIR 

THURSDAY 
27 th DECEMBER2018 

VENUE CYMRU 

THE PROMENADE 
LLANDUDNO, NORTH WALES 
LL30 IBB 


Ipswich Transport Museum. Classic Buses and Coaches. 1940s 
to present day. Rides on museum & visiting vehicles. 11.00-16.00. 
Admission £7, child £4.50, concessions £6, family £20. Details: Ipswich 
Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich 
IP3 9JD, 01473 715666, enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


10.30 am to 3.30pm Entrance £2.50 

Refreshment facilities available 
Disabled Friendly Venue 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 23/24 NOVEMBER 

London Transport Museum. Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. All tours approximately two hours. 
Tickets must be pre-booked online or via Ticket Office on 0207 565 
7298 (10.00-17.30 daily) UI6s must be accompanied by adult. Details: 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk 



Details: 

Llandudno Transport Festival 

01492 517004 





e-mail: vicci.rickettsltf@gmail.com 
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24th ANNUAL RAIL/BUS 
COLLECTORS’ FAIR 


PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 
Saturday 12th January 2019 io.ooam- 


The leading indoor event for all collectors of railway, bus, ship 
and aircraft memorabilia, books, photographs, tickets, 
paperwork, metalwork, railwayana etc. 


ADMISSION £2.00 


VENUE 400 yards North of New Pudsey Railway Station. 
200 yards from the junction of the A6I20 Leeds Outer Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds and Bradford Road at ‘Dawson’s Corner’ 


Fair & Civic Hall Signposted Ample Free Parking next to the Hall 
e-mail rennison@cc-email.co.uk 



TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

TRANSPORT COLLECTAI 


Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 


Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 


3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 


Next sales: Saturdays 23 February & 29 June 2019 


Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 
Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 
Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 
Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 
Prompt payments to vendors 


Now welcoming entries for our February sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 


enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 


tccTwunrm 
FARE STAGE 


STOP 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 1/2 DECEMBER 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. The Christmas 
Cracker. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 10.00-16.30. 
Transport collectors’ fair and a vehicle display. Free bus service to/from 
Manchester Victoria every 20 minutes from 09.50-16.30. For details tel: 
0161 205 2122 (Wed/Sat/Sun 10.00-17.00), email@gmts.co.uk or visit 
www.motgm.uk 


SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER 

Ipswich Transport Museum. The Christmas Cracker. 

11.00-16.00. Final opening of 2018. Family day with festive theme. 
Decorations, lights & entertainment in museum. Ride vintage fire 
engines & buses. Meet Santa in his grotto (grotto entry £1 extra 
including gift). Admission £7, child £4.50, concessions £6, family 
£20. Further details available from: Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD, 01473 715666, 
e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY 9 DECEMBER 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day. Including 1940s 
Christmas displays. Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham 
S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & cafe open. Free hourly shuttle from 
Rotherham Interchange (Stand Cl) 10.45-14.45. Admission £5, 
concessions £3.50, accompanied UI6 free. Details: 07852 298082, 
info@sytm.co.uk or www.sytm.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Santa’s Grotto & Vintage Bus Rides. 

10.30-16.30. Bus rides 11.30, 12.30 & 14.00. Station Yard, Long 
Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 


SATURDAY 15 DECEMBER 

Epsom & Ewell Transport Fair. Bourne Hall, Ewell KTI7 IUF. 
10.00-15.00. Details: Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BRI 
3EU (SAE please) or 07932 812268 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 15/16 DECEMBER 
St. Helens. North West Museum of Road Transport. Santa 
Weekend. The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. 
Details: 01744 451681 or www.nwmort.co.uk 


SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER 

Oxford Bus Museum. Santa’s Grotto & Vintage Bus Rides. 

10.30-16.30. Bus rides 11.30, 12.30 & 14.00. Station Yard, Long 
Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 


SATURDAY 29 DECEMBER 

Mid-Sussex Christmas Transport Fair. Clair Hall, Perrymount 
Road, Haywards Heath RHI6 3DN. 10.00-15.00. For details contact: 
Julian Bowden, 21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BRI 3EU (SAE please) or call 
07932 812268 


SATURDAY 12 JANUARY 2019 

24th Annual Rail/Bus Collectors’ Fair. Pudsey Civic Hall, Pudsey, 
near Leeds, LS28 5TA. 10.00-15.00. Admission £2. Over 100 stalls 
selling all manner of transport collectables. Plenty of free parking 
adjacent to the hall. Venue 400 yards from New Pudsey railway station. 
Details: Barry Rennison, 0113 236 3695 or rennison@cc-email.co.uk. 


SUNDAY 4 AUGUST 2019 

Tinkers Park Bus Rally. A272, Hadlow Down, Uckfield, East Sussex 
TN22 4HS. 10.00-16.30. Admission £7, under-l6s £2. Free bus service 
to and from site. Free car parking. Model railway show (at least 20 
layouts), narrow-gauge railway, traction engine trailer rides, transport- 
related stands, organ museum and on-site light refreshments. 

Details: www.southdownnational.comorwww.tinkerspark.com. 
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TUESDAY 1st JANUARY 

(this year we are again teaming 

UP WITH THE OXFORD BUS MUSEUM 

TO BRING YOU A WINTER OF 
DELIGHTS! 

FREE BUS RIDES MUSEUM ATTRACTIONS 
TRADE STALLS QUALITY REFRESHMENTS 

ADMISSION 0PEN10 - 30 - 16 - 30 

ADULTS £6 | CHILDREN £3 | FAMILY £13* 

*FAMILY TICKET IS FOR TWO ADULTS AND TWO CHILDREN 

MUSEUM BUSES AND VISITING VEHICLES 
RUNNING FROM 10.00-16.00 

HALF-HOURLY SERVICE TO/FROM OXFORD 
PARKWAY 10.00-12.00 AND 14.00-16.00. 

APPROX HALF-HOURLY SERVICE TO 
NEARBY TOWNS/VILLAGES. 

SEE YOU THERE! 


O XFORD BPS MUSEU M 

INCLUDING MORRIS MOTORS MUSEUM 


STATION YARD, MAIN ROAD, LONG HANBOROUGH, WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE OX29 8LA 
01993 883617 (MUSEUM) | 01296 337622 (OUT OF HOURS) 

www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 
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Saturday 1 and 
Sunday 2 December 2018 


MUSEUM 

Transport 

Greater Manchester 


We ll take you back 


Open every Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday, Bank Holiday* 

and every day in August - 10am to 4.30pm *except Christmas 

Admission charge applies 


16s visit free! 


0161-205 2122 


1722s- 


■XVU 35ZM 


TCC17-E-A-1018 



























